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OKLAHOMA 


in the 1981 
ORANGE BOWL 


a 1 ee 
WHY IT WORKS. All-conference tight end Forrest Valora (82) 
clears the path for a Sooner back against North Carolina. Right 


guard Don Key (60) gets set to do the same. Both were crucial 
members of OU’s strongest area, the offensive line. 


1980 Scores and Attendance 


Sept. 13 Oklahoma 29, Kentucky 7 at Norman 74,852 (sellout) 
Sept. 27 Stanford 31, Oklahoma 14 at Norman 74,852 (sellout) 
Oct. 4 Oklahoma 82, Colorado 42 at Boulder 50,217 

Oct. 11 Texas 20, Oklahoma 13 at Dallas 72,032 (sellout) 
Oct. 18 Oklahoma 35, Kansas State 21 at Norman 74,852 (sellout) 
Oct. 25 Oklahoma 42, lowa State 7 at Ames 52,974 (sellout) 
Nov. 1 Oklahoma 41, North Carolina 7 at Norman 74,852 (sellout) 
Nov. 8 Oklahoma 21, Kansas 19 at Lawrence 40,150 

Nov, 15 Oklahoma 17, Missouri 7 at Norman 74,852 (sellout) 
Nov, 22 Oklahoma 21, Nebraska 17 at Lincoln 76,322 (sellout) 


Nov, 29 Oklahoma 63, Oklahoma State 14 at Norman 74,852 (sellout) 


Our thanks to Gil Jain of OU's News, Electronic and Photo Services for 
shooting the cover which features Oklahoma's five captains. Left to right, they 
are J. C. Watts, Richard Turner, Louis Oubre, Steve Rhodes and David Over- 
street. 

We also appreciate the photo help from Kirkwood Slide Services, Inc., 
Steve Sisney of The Norman Transcript and Rich Clarkson, Topeka Capital- 
Journal. 

The Orange Bowl brochure was compiled and written by Mike Treps and 
Travis Lawrence and edited by Jan Burton. It was printed by the Transcript 
Press with invaluable help from Ron Minnix. 

The University of Oklahoma is an equal opportunity institution. 


THE UNIVERSITY OF OKLAHOMA 


Norman, Oklahoma 73019 


President—Dr. William S. Banowsky 
Athletic Director—Wade Walker 
Colors—Crimson and Cream 
Band—The Pride of Oklahoma. Gene P. Thrailkill, Director 
Conference—Big Eight 
Enrollment—21.700 
Nickname—Sooners 
Administrative Staff— 
Dan Gibbens—Big Eight Conference Faculty Representative 
Ken Farris—Associate Athletic Director 
Robert Smith—Assistant Athletic Director and Business Manager 
Don Jimerson—Assistant Athletic Director 
Leon Cross—Assistant Athletic Director 
Port Robertson—Assistant Athletic Director 
Gene Hopkins—Assistant Business Manager and Acting Ticket Man- 
ager 
Dan Pickett—Head Trainer 
Mike Treps—Sports Information Director 


Oklahoma in the Orange Bowl 


Notice—Interviews with plavers and coaches should be conducted at 
practice. either before or after. We've found that with the busy schedule 
coaches and players live by in Miami. it ts difficult to locate them during 
their leisure hours. Barry Switzer keeps his practices open to the press. 

Team Headquarters—Intercontinental Miami. S01 S. Bayshore 
Drive. Miami. Fla. 31333 (305) 377-1966. 

Practice Site—Biscayne College. 16400 N.W. 32nd Ave. in Opa 
Locka, The Sooners will meet the media for annual Press Day functions 
at 2:30 p.m. Saturday. Dec 27. at the Orange Bow! 

Oklahoma's Travel Itinerary—The Sooners will leave at 2 p.m. 
Christmas afternoon from Will Rogers Airport in Oklahoma City via two 
Eastern Airlines charters, They will arrive at Miami International at 6 
o'clock that evening. The return to Oklahoma City is set for Saturday. 
Jan, 3. 

Oklahoma's Captains—! J. C. Watts. 22 David Overstreet. 24 
Steve Rhodes. 66 Louis Oubre, 96 Richard Turner. 

OU's Orange Bow! Record—s-3. Oklahoma has appeared in more 
Orange Bow] games than any other school in the nation. and has won 
more Orange Bowl games than anyone else, The Sooners are making 
their fourth consecutive trip to Miami and their fifth in the last: six 
vears. Their first game in the Orange Bowl was a 17-0 shutout at the 
hands of Tennessee in 1939 

Bowls in General—OU 1s 14-6-1 in total bow! appearances. Besides 
the Orange. the Sooners have played five times in the Sugar Bowl. twice 
in the Gator Bowl, twice in the Bluebonnet Bowl and once in the Fiesta 


ORANGE BOWL SPECIAL — 1 


Bowl. Their record is the best in the Big Eight and their total of 14 vic- 
tories leaves them in a third-place tie with Georgia Tech and Texas for 
most bow] wins. Southern California with 19 and Alabama with 17 are | 
the only schools with more. 

Barry Switzer in Bowl Games—He is 4-1. His 1975 team defeated 
Michigan in the 1976 Orange Bow], 14-6. He defeated Wyoming in the 
1976 Fiesta Bow], 41-7; lost to Arkansas, 31-6, in the 1978 Orange Bow); 
beat Nebraska, 31-24, in the 1979 Orange Classic; and downed Florida 
State, 24-7, a year ago in Miami. 

Dress—OU will wear white jerseys, white pants and red helmets. 

OU vs. Florida State — The Sooners lead the series 2-1. They lost 
the 1965 Gator Bow! game to the Seminoles, 36-19, but won a regular- 
season 1976 contest in Norman, 24-9, prior to last year’s 24-7 win in the 
Orange Bowl. 

Switzer vs. Florida State — He is 2-0. 

Kickoff—7 p.m. (CST) or following conclusion of the Rose Bowl. 
NBC will televise. Mutual will broadcast on its national radio network. 

Final Facts and Figures—Barry Switzer leads the nation’s major 
college coaches in winning with a percentage of .901. He is the only 
coach, with five years of service or more, to top 90 percent. He also was 
named the 1980 Big Eight Coach of the Year by UPI. 

Oklahoma is ranked first in the nation in kickoff returns (33.2); sec- 
ond in rushing (360.1); third in tota] offense (450.4); and fourth in scor- 
ing (34.4). In the Big Eight the Sooners were tops both in punt and kick- 
off returns; second in rushing, scoring and total offense; and fourth in 
punting. Quarterback J. C. Watts finished the season ranked second in 
the nation in scoring (9.8). 

Records—As a team, Oklahoma broke five NCAA records in 1980. 
New records were set for rushing (758) and total offense (876) for a 
single game, most points (124) and most touchdowns (18) by two teams 
in a single game; and consecutive-game scoring by one team (166). OU 
tied a national mark for fewest punts, single game (0). Additionally, the 
Sooners broke a Big Eight record for most points in one game (82) and 
carved out two school bests: most conversion kicks in a single game (10 
by Michael Keeling) and the longest kickoff return (100 yards by Buster 
Rhymes). Colorado’s Tom Field tied the record for most conversion kicks 
in a single game against the Sooners with six. 
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Year 


1939 
1947 


1949 
1950 


1951 
1954 
1956 
1958 
1959 
1963 
1965 


1968 
1968 


1970 
*1972 
ail bs wd 
#1976 
##1976 
1977 


OU Bowl Records 


Bowl 


Orange 
Gator 


Sugar 
Sugar 


Sugar 

Orange 
Orange 
Orange 
Orange 
Orange 
Gator 


Orange 


Scores 


Tennessee defeated Oklahoma, 17-0 at Miami, Fla. 
Oklahoma defeated North Carolina State, 34:13 at Jack- 
sonville, Fla. 

Oklahoma defeated North Carolina, 14-6 at New Or- 
leans, La. 

Oklahoma defeated Louisiana State, 35-0 at New Or- 
leans. La. 

Kentucky defeated Oklahoma, 13-7 at New Orleans, La. 
Oklahoma defeated Maryland. 7-0 at Miami. Fla. 
Oklahoma defeated Maryland, 20-6 at Miami, Fla. 
Oklahoma defeated Duke, 48-21 at Miami, Fla. 
Oklahoma defeated Syracuse, 21-6 at Miami, Fla. 
Alabama defeated Oklahoma, 17-0 at Miami, Fla. 
Florida State defeated Oklahoma, 36-19 at Jacksonville. 
Fla. 

Oklahoma defeated Tennessee, 26-24 at Miami. Fla. 


Astro-Bluebonnet Southern Methodist defeated Oklahoma. 28-27 at 


Houston, Tex 


Astro-Bluebonnet Oklahoma tied Alabama, 24-24 at Houston. Tex. 
Sugar Oklahoma defeated Auburn. 40-22. at New Orleans. La. 
Sugar Oklahoma defeated Penn State, 14-0. at New Orleans, La. 


Orange 


Oklahoma defeated Michigan. 14-6, at Miami, Fla 


Fiesta) Oklahoma defeated Wyoming. 41-7 at Tempe. Ariz. 


Orange 


1979 Orange 
1980 Orange 


Arkansas defeated Oklahoma, 31-6. at Miami. Fla. 


Oklahoma defeated Nebraska. 31-24, at Miami, Fla. 
Oklahoma defeated Florida State, 24-7 at Miami, Fla. 


*Jan. 1, 1972 #Jan. 1, 1976 
**Dec. 31, 1972 ##Dec. 25. 1976 
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Oklahoma's All-America Selections 


Football Writers Association of America—Louis Oubre 
Kodak—Oubre 

Walter Camp Foundation—Oubre 

The Sporting News—Terry Crouch 

Associated Press—Oubre (Second team) 

United Press International—Oubre (Second team) 


Oklahoma's All-Big Eight Selections 
Associated Press-Offense—Louis Oubre, Forrest Valora, Terry Crouch. 
Defense—Richard Turner, 


United Press International-Offense—Louis Oubre, Forrest Valora, Terry 
Crouch. Defense—Richard Turner. 


Big Eight All-Academic 


Jay Jimerson, Weldon Ledbetter, Mike Coast, Mike Weddington, Michael 
Keeling. 
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Game By Game In 1980 


OKLAHOMA 29, KENTUCKY 7 
Sept. 13, 1980 
(at Norman; attendance 74,852) 


Scoring by Quarters 


OKLAHOMA 0 0 7 22—29 
KENTUCKY 7 0 O O—7 


Kentucky — Campbell 9 pass from Henry (Griggs kick) 8:19 1Q 
Oklahoma — Winters 13 run (Keeling kick) 7:49 3Q 

Oklahoma — Overstreet 3 run (Keeling kick) 13:00 4Q 
Oklahoma — Safety, intentional grounding in end zone 8:31 4Q 
Oklahoma — Grayson 74 pass from Watts (Keeling kick) 4:40 4Q 


The largest crowd ever to see a football game in the State of Oklahoma 
watched the Sooners step into the ‘80s with a come-from-behind 29-7 win 
over Kentucky in Norman. 

Close to 75,000 crammed newly expanded Oklahoma Memorial 
Stadium on a hot, steamy afternoon. They saw a tough Wildcat defense 
combine with a sputtering Oklahoma offense to make matters extremely 
uneasy for the partisan Sooner fans for almost three quarters. 

A nine-yard touchdown pass from Terry Henry to Tim Campbell in the 
first quarter was the penalty Oklahoma paid for one of its lost fumbles as 
the Sooners hit the locker room at halftime in arrears by seven. 

However, a fine performance by the OU defense kept Kentucky at bay 
until the offense finally found itself midway through period three. The 
Sooners then set sail on an 80-yard thrust which tied the score. It appeared 
disaster had struck on the fourth play of the drive when J. C, Watts went to 
the sideline with a leg injury, but back-up quarterback Darrell Shepard 
entered and promptly broke a 25-yard run to put the Sooners in the shadow 
of the Wildcats’ goal. Chet Winters got the score with a 13-yard sprint. 

OU broke the game wide open in the fourth quarter. Watts returned to 
action and, after OU covered a Kentucky fumble at the visitor's 22-yard 
line, passed 21 yard to Steve Rhodes to the Wildcat three. David Overstreet 
scored on the next play. 

The margin was increased to 16-7 moments later when Wildcat quar- 
terback Terry Henry intentionally grounded a pass from his own end zone, 
an automatic safety. 

The Sooners took the ensuing free kick and drove 40 yards in three 
plays to ice matters. The payoff was a Watts 12-yard keeper. 

The final tally came with 4:40 to go when Watts hit split end Bobby 
Grayson with a 74-yard scoring heave. 
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STANFORD 31, OKLAHOMA 14 
Sept. 27, 1980 
(at Norman; attendance 74,852) 


Scoring by Quarters 


STANFORD 0 17 14 0-31 
OKLAHOMA 0 0 8 6—14 


Stanford—Margerum 11 pass from Elway (Naber kick) 13:03 2Q 
Stanford—Elway 1 run (Naber kick} 9:25 2Q 

Stanford—Naber 28 field goal 2:45 2Q 

Stanford—Tyler 12 pass from Elway (Naber kick) 12:24 3Q 
Stanford—Tyler 9 pass from Elway (Naber kick) 7:58 3Q 
Oklahoma—Watts 1 run (Valora pass from Watts) 3:15 3Q 
Oklahoma—Watts 1 run (pass failed) 12:56 4Q 


Riding a phenomenal performance by quarterback John Elway, Stan- 
ford upset the fourth-ranked Oklahoma Sooners 31-14 on a rainy Saturday 
in Norman. 

The loss broke a 20-game Owen Field winning streak for the Sooners 
and represented the first non-conference loss at home since 1970. 

Elway passed for three touchdowns and scored one himself. Sooner 
coach Barry Switzer called it “the greatest exhibition of quarterback play I 
have ever seen on this field.” 

Operating from a shotgun formation much of the time, Stanford con- 
trolled the football for over 40 minutes, stealing a page from the Sooners’ 
long-time game plan. The Cardinals scored two touchdowns and a field goal 
in the second period to lead 17-0 at half. They then removed all doubt as to 
the final outcome by adding two more touchdowns the first two times they 
had the ball in the third quarter. 

Oklahoma, held without a first down for almost 30 minutes between 
the first and third periods, finally came to life late in the third quarter 
behind the passing of J. C. Watts. A 36-yard toss to split end Steve Rhodes 
and a 20-yarder to his alternate, Bobby Grayson, set up the first touch- 
down, which was scored on a one-yard plunge by Watts himself. He then 
passed to Forrest Valora for a two-point conversion. 

The next time OU had the ball, Watts hit David Overstreet with a 
spectacular 39-yard aerial as the Sooners moved to the Stanford three. 
However, Chet Winters couldn't control a pitch-out and the resulting fum- 
ble rolled out of the end zone for a touchback, effectively blunting an OU 
comeback. 

The Sooners scored once more, covering 65 yards in five plays early in 
the fourth quarter with Watts counting again from the one. The subsequent 
try for another two-pointer was no good and the final score was on the 
board. 
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OKLAHOMA 82, COLORADO 42 
Oct. 4, 1980 
(at Boulder; attendance 50,217) 


Scoring by Quarters 


OKLAHOMA 21 13 27 21—82 
COLORADO 7 14 7 14—42 


Oklahoma—Winters 2 run (Keeling kick) 10:29 1Q 
Oklahoma—Rhymes 19 run (Keeling kick) 3:17 1Q 
Colorado—Stanley 100 kickoff return (Field kick) 3:05 1Q 
Oklahoma—Rhymes 18 run (Keeling kick) 0:00 1Q 
Colorado—Beebe 2 run (Field kick) 10:19 2Q 

Oklahoma—Rhymes 17 run (Keeling kick) 9:52 2Q 
Oklahoma—Winters 8 run (kick failed) 6:46 2Q 
Colorado—Harden 10 pass from Davis (Field kick) 0:04 2Q 
Oklahoma—Valora recovered fumble in end zone (run failed) 12:59 3Q 
Oklahoma—Overstreet 37 pass from Watts (Keeling kick) 8:36 3Q 
Oklahoma—Shepard 64 run (Keeling kick) 6:06 3Q 
Colorado—Stanley 58 pass from Essington (Field kick) 3:04 3Q 
Oklahoma—Rhymes 4 run (Keeling kick) 0:35 3Q 
Colorado—Essington 1 run (Field kick) 12:22 4Q 
Oklahoma—Shepard 89 run (Keeling kick) 10:48 4Q 
Oklahoma—Pegues 43 run (Keeling kick) 5:57 4Q 

Colorado—S. Jones 17 pass from Davis (Field kick) 3:30 4Q 
Oklahoma—J. Ledbetter 99 kickoff return (Keeling kick) 3:15 4Q 


With an offensive explosion that produced five new NCAA records plus 
a number of conference and school marks, the Oklahoma Sooners buried 
Colorado 82-42 in the Big Eight opener for both teams. 

Oklahoma scored almost at will in posting new national records for 
total offense, rushing, total points by two teams, touchdowns by two teams 
and consecutive-game scoring. 

The Sooners scored the first five times they had the ball, never going 
less than 42 yards for any of them. It was more of the same in the second 
half with the Big Red lighting up the scoreboard six consecutive times. 

David Overstreet, named Big Eight Offensive Player of the Week for 
his performance against the Buffs, led the way with 258 yards rushing on 
18 carries. It was the best day of his career and the fourth best in OU 
history. Additionally, he grabbed a 37-yard touchdown pass from J. C. 
Watts. Other headliners included freshman halfback Buster Rhymes, who 
scored four times; quarterback Darrell Shepard, who gained 151 yards on 
only three tries (including touchdown sprints of 64 and 89 yards); and 
freshman running back Jerome Ledbetter, who set a school kickoff-return 
record when he raced 99 yards to close out the scoring. 

Colorado had some spectacular moments of its own as freshman Walter 
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Stanley returned a kickoff 100 yards to score and later grabbed a 58-yard 
pass from quarterback Randy Essington for vet another TD 

Oklahoma's 52 points represented the most points ever scored by a 
team in the Big Eight during modern times. The day's statistics vaulted the 
Sooners to the top of the NCAA total offense charts, placing them second in 
both scoring and rushing. 


TEXAS 20, OKLAHOMA 13 
Oct. 11, 1980 
(at Dallas, attendance 72,032) 


Scoring by Quarters 
TEXAS + 3 O 10—20 
OKLAHOMA 0 O 3 10—13 


Texas—Tate 3 run ‘Goodson kick: 3:43 1Q 
Texas—Goodson 18 field goal 12:49 2Q 
Oklahoma—Keeling 43 field goal 7:07 3Q 
Oklahoma—Wilson 36 run : Keeling kick: 14:34 4Q 
Oklahoma—Keeling 21 field goal 10:09 4Q 
Texas—Tate 1 run ‘Goodson kick: 5:13 4Q 
Texas—Goodson 40 field goal 1:45 4Q 


Oklahoma fought from behind in the fourth quarter. then watched 
Texas do the same thing. as the Longhorns defeated the Sooners 20-13 in 
the annual OU-UT Cotton Bow! clash in Dallas 

It was not an artistic battle. with OU turning the ball over eight times 
and the “Horns giving it up on six occasions. However. final-period heroics 
by both squads made it an extremely exciting contest. 

Oklahoma errors in the first and second period led to a 10-0 Texas 
advantage at halftime, The Steers captured a fumble by J. C. Watts at the 
Sooner five-yard line midway through the first quarter. Two plays later UT 
converted the break into a 7-0 lead when Rodney Tate banged over from the 
three and John Goodson converted 

Goodson’: 15-yard field goa] with 12:49 left in the second period culmi- 
nated a short drive that followed a Texas recovery of a Sooner bobble at the 
OU 21. 

It was Oklahoma's turn to cash in on a break in the third period when 
Ken Sitton came up with a Texas fumble at the Longhorn 29-yard line. 
Although OU couldn't move, Michael Keeling lit up the scoreboard with a 
43-yard field goal. the longest of his career. 

Another Texas fumble gave the Sooners the momentum they needed to 
take the lead. After pouncing on the loose bal! at the enemy 48, Oklahoma 
tied matters in four plays. Stanley Wilson erupted for a 36-yard TD gallop 
and Keeling tacked on the PAT. On OU's next possession, Wilson again 
provided the key play in a drive to the Texas four with a 38-yard burst. On 
fourth down. Keeling hit a 21-yard three-pointer and OU led 13-10. 
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Texas answered with a 76-yard drive in nine plays to retake the lead. 
Tate got his second touchdown, squeezing in from the OU one on a fourth- 
down effort. 

After Oklahoma failed to move following the ensuing kickoff, Texas 
used Donnie Little's quarterback draws to move to the Sooner 23 where 
Goodson kicked a field goal to end the scoring. 


OKLAHOMA 35, KANSAS STATE 21 
Oct. 18, 1980 
(at Norman, attendance 74,852) 


Scoring by Quarters 


OKLAHOMA 14 14 0 7—35 
KANSAS STATE 0 7 6 8—21 


Oklahoma—Rhymes 100 kickoff return (kick blocked) 14:48 1Q 
Oklahoma—Watts 4 run (Wilson pass from Watts) 10:04 1Q 
K-State—Brown 10 pass from Dickey (Jackson kick) 10:27 2Q 
Oklahoma—Watts 2 run (Keeling kick) 8:05 2Q 

Oklahoma—Watts 14 run (Keeling kick) 3:29 2Q 

K-State—Liebe 13 pass from Dickey (pass failed) 5:32 3Q 
K-State—Liebe 36 pass from Dickey (Mack pass from Dickey) 11:34 4Q 
Oklahoma—Rhymes 1 run (Keeling kick) 8:14 4Q 


Reversing a trend which saw them go scoreless in the first half of their 
first four games, the Sooners punched across four touchdowns in the first 30 
minutes, then fought off a determined challenge in the second half to sub- 
due stubborn Kansas State 35-21 before a sell-out Dad’s Day crowd in 
Norman. 

Again turnovers — in the form of fumbles and pass interceptions — 
plagued the Big Red and made what appeared to be a first-half romp an 
ultimate seat-squirmer for the home crowd as the visitors climbed within 
seven points of the victors early in the fourth period. 

The Sooners wasted no time in lighting up the scoreboard as freshman 
halfback Buster Rhymes took the opening kickoff and returned it 100 yards 
for a touchdown. It broke a record for the longest kickoff return in Sooner 
history set two weeks previously by another freshman, Jerome Ledbetter. 
Michael Keeling’s attempt at point number seven was blocked. 

After forcing a punt, the Sooners moved 68 yards in seven plays for TD 
two. Watts got it started with a 37-yard pass to Bobby Grayson and ended it 
with a four-yard keeper. Watts then passed to Stanley Wilson for two points 
and a 14-0 lead. 

Policing a fumble at the OU 13 midway through the second stanza, 
K-State took only two plays to score, a Darrell Ray Dickey-to-L. J. Brown 
pass covering the final 10 yards. 

OU came back with two more first-half touchdowns, each scored by 
Watts after long drives, one on a two-yard plunge and the other a 14-yard 
effort. 


ORANGE BOWL SPECIAL — 9 


An interception of a Watts pass midway through the third period gave 
the Wildcats the break they needed to get back in the game. A 34-yard 
production was negotiated in just four plays with Dickey drilling John 
Liebe for a 13-yard TD on fourth down. Early in the fourth quarter, K-State 
roared 81 yards in five tries, again a Dickey-to-Liebe pass, this time from 
36 yards out, the payoff. A two-point conversion narrowed Oklahoma's 
lead to 28-21. 

The Sooners responded with a 63-yard sortie of their own following the 
kickoff. Rhymes picked up his second touchdown of the afternoon from the 
Wildcat one and OU was home free with its second conference win of the 
year against no losses. 


OKLAHOMA 42, IOWA STATE 7 
Oct. 25, 1980 
(at Ames; attendance 52,974) 


Scoring by Quarters 


OKLAHOMA 7 O 14 21—42 
IOWA STATE 7 0 0 O07 


Iowa State—Crutchfield 7 run (Giffords kick) 9:53 1Q 
Oklahoma—Overstreet 14 run (Keeling kick) 3:57 1Q 
Oklahoma—Watts 45 run (Keeling kick) 10:49 3Q 
Oklahoma—Wilson 53 run (Keeling kick) 0:21 3Q 
Oklahoma—Watts 1 run (Keeling kick) 8:00 4Q 
Oklahoma—Watts 12 run (Keeling kick) 4:22 4Q 
Oklahoma—Pegues 12 run (Keeling kick) 2:33 4Q 


Playing without a turnover for the first time in five years, the Ok- 
lahoma Sooners exploded for five second-half touchdowns, turning back 
Iowa State's upset bid, 42-7, before a record crowd in Ames. 

The Sooners took a strong north wind after winning the coin toss, but 
the strategy backfired when lowa State drove 69 yards in 12 plays to take 
the lead. Dwayne Crutchfield carried on eight of the 12 plays and scored the 
six-pointer with a seven-yard trip. 

OU evened thing on its second possession. A poor punt gave the Soon- 
ers the ball at the Cyclones’ 48-yard line and they covered the distance in 
four plays, with David Overstreet picking up the final 14. Although he 
appeared to be stopped at the line of scrimmage, he bounced off to his left 
and found an open path to the end zone. 

There was no more scoring in the first half, but each team did threaten. 
OU moved to the Iowa State 17 before being stopped, and the Cyclones 
drove to the Sooners’ 12 before being thrown back to the 18 and missing a 
fourth-down field goal try from there. 

It was all Oklahoma in the second half. The Sooners scored on five of 
their six possessions during the final 30 minutes, The first touchdown came 
ona J.C. Watts ad lib. After failing to get the ball to Overstreet, the Sooner 
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signal-caller carved his own hole, broke into the secondary and weaved his 
way 45 yards to pay dirt. Later in the period, Stanley Wilson took over and 
negotiated 63 yards, seemingly by himself. After a first-down pass went 
awry, Wilson gouged for 10, then burst through a big cavity — drilled by 
Louis Oubre and Terry Crouch — and motored 53 yards to TD number 
three. 

In the fourth period, OU completely dominated the Cyclones, cruising 
54, 48 and 37 yards for touchdowns. A 39-yard punt return by Jay Jimerson 
set up the first drive while interceptions by Basil Banks and Gary Lowell 
got the other two in gear. Watts scored TDs four and five with 1- and 
12-yard runs and Rod Pegues capped the afternoon's work with a 12-yarder 
of his own. 

Richard Turner was named Big Fight Defensive Player of the Week for 
his 20 tackles, 15 of which were unassisted, 

OU's record rose to 3-0 in the Big Eight, keeping the Sooners in a 
first-place tie with both Nebraska and Missouri. 


OKLAHOMA 41, NORTH CAROLINA 7 
Nov. 1, 1980 
(at Norman; attendance 74,852) 


Scoring by Quarters 


OKLAHOMA 14 0 20 7—41 
NORTH CAROLINA 7 0 O O—7 


Oklahoma—Overstreet 23 run (Keeling kick) 6:48 1Q 
Carolina—Lawrence 1 run (Hayes kick) 2:56 1Q 
Oklahoma—Watts 42 run (Keeling kick) 0:44 1Q 
Oklahoma—Watts 7 run (Keeling kick) 10:55 3Q 
Oklahoma—Watts 1 run (Keeling kick) 5:51 3Q 
Oklahoma—Overstreet 29 run (kick blocked) 0:03 3Q 
Oklahoma—Shepard 1 run (Keeling kick) 8:15 4Q 


J. C. Watts, with his third consecutive three-touchdown day, led the 
Oklahoma Sooners to an overwhelming 41-7 conquest of sixth-rated and 
previously unbeaten North Carolina before the 39th consecutive sell-out 
crowd at Oklahoma Memorial Stadium, 

Watts rushed for a career high of 139 yards, but it was his execution of 
the Sooners’ awesome wishbone that drew the praise of friend and foe alike. 

Oklahoma demolished a Tar Heel defense that led the nation in scoring 
defense and ranked near the top in a number of other NCAA defensive 
categories. OU rushed for 495 yards, counting six times on the ground 
against a team that had not allowed a rushing touchdown all season. 

It appeared the Tar Heels’ high ranking was justified when, on the 
game’s second play, Amos Lawrence broke loose for a 62-yard run to the 
Sooner 17-yard line. However, almost as quickly, the Sooners took the 
momentum as Darrell Songy intercepted a Rod Elkins pass to give OU field 
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position at its own 42. From there the hometowners drove to the Carolina 
one where David Overstreet fumbled to the visitors. blunting the first 
drive. 

Carolina's reprieve was short-lived, however, as a 23-yard punt set the 
Sooners up in business at the Tar Heels’ 44, OU scored in six plays, convert- 
ing a fourth-and-three into an Overstreet touchdown run of 23 plays. 

The Atlantic Coast Conference representative retaliated with an 
80-yard drive to tie the contest. Three times Elkins connected on third- 
down passes to keep things boiling. Lawrence bowled over from the one to 
even matters with just under three minutes left in the first quarter. 

Now it was OU’'s turn again and, after a 35-yard kickoff return by 
Buster Rhymes, the Big Red rolled 55 yards in four tries to take the lead for 
good, Watts got the payoff with a slick option that netted 42 yards and the 
six points. 

The second half was all the Sooners’ as they scored the first four times 
they had the ball. Watts got the first two touchdowns on runs of seven and 
one yards, while Overstreet chipped in with a 29-yard scoring effort and 
Darrell Shepard contributed a one-yard sneak. 

Altogether, Oklahoma scored four times during the afternoon on 
fourth-down tries. The Sooners controlled the ball for almost 38 minutes 
during four periods while defensively holding Carolina's offense to only 
three first downs and 30 yards rushing in the second half. 


OKLAHOMA 21, KANSAS 19 
Nov. 8, 1980 
(at Lawrence; attendance 40,150) 


Scoring by Quarters 


OKLAHOMA 1440 7 O—2)1 
KANSAS 3 3 6 7-19 


Kansas—Kallmeyer 31 field goal 10:23 1Q 
Oklahoma—Watts 22 run (Keeling kick) 8:54 1Q 
Oklahoma—Overstreet 2 run (Keeling kick) 4:50 1Q 
Kansas—Kallmeyer 25 field goal 2:35 2Q 
Oklahoma—Overstreet 10 run (Keeling kick) 10:10 3Q 
Kansas—Smith 5 run (run failed) 1:50 3Q 
Kansas—Taylor 13 run (Kallmeyer kick) 8:40 4Q 


Oklahoma at first threatened to put the game away early, then spent 
the rest of the afternoon fighting a determined upset bid by the Jayhawks 
in a 21-19 win over Kansas in Lawrence. 

After KU had taken a 3-0 lead, the Sooners scored on their first two 
possessions, careening 81 yards in five plays and 53 yards in just seven tries 
for a 14-3 lead. A 43-yard run by David Overstreet was the key play in the 
first series, capped when J. C. Watts kept for 22 yards and a touchdown. A 
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Watts-to-Bobby Grayson pass for 17 yards and a 15-yard effort by fullback 
Weldon Ledbetter led to a two-yard payoff burst by Overstreet on the sec- 
ond series. 

Kansas closed to within eight on a Bruce Kallmeyer 25-yard field goal 
with just a little more than two minutes to go in the half. Earlier in the 
period, the Sooner defense turned back a KU bid when a fourth-and-two 
attempt came up a yard shy on the OU 11, 

OU received a big break early in the third period when Orlando 
Flanagan intercepted his second pass of the game to set the Big Red in 
business 13 yards away from the Jayhawk goal. Oklahoma took advantage 
of the opportunity by scoring in two plays, Overstreet’s 10-yard sideline 
gallop giving OU another six. 

It appeared the Sooners were ready to turn the game into a rout as, on 
their next possession, a Watts-to-Forrest Valora pass for 47 yards left them 
only 11 yards from pay dirt. They never reached it, however. Three penal- 
ties in a row, plus a bad snap on a fourth-down field goal try, not only 
blunted the thrust but gave the home team field position at its 37. Forced to 
punt, the "Hawks received a king-sized present when Jay Jimerson fumbled 
the kick back to Kansas at the Sooner 28. In six plays it was 21-12 as 
subsitute quarterback Steve Smith bootlegged a five-yard TD run. The 
attempt for a two-point conversion was no good. 

Another OU fumble with 10:10 remaining in the game gave Kansas a 
chance to move closer, The recovery was at the Sooner 17 and, shrugging off 
a 15-yard clipping penalty, KU came back to score on a 13-yard sprint by 
Garfield Taylor, Kallmeyer's kick closed out the scoring with a 8:40 to play. 

Kansas never threatened again and the Sooners had their fourth win 
in a row to go 6-2 on the year. 


OKLAHOMA 17, MISSOURI 7 
Nov. 15, 1980 
(at Norman; attendance 74,852) 


Scoring by Quarters 


ORLAHOMA: sos sisiseneswsien 0 10 0 F—I1 
PALOSOMIR, sii crneocnnngeareed 0 0 0 7 


Oklahoma—Rhymes 5 run (Keeling kick) 9:30 2Q 
Oklahoma—Keeling 35 field goal 0:03 2Q 
Oklahoma—Rhymes 55 run (Keeling kick) 7:39 4Q 
Missouri—Meyer 12 pass from Bradley (Verrilli kick) 1:18 4Q 


7 
pa 
7 


The best defensive effort of the year, plus a remarkable performance 
from a patched-up offense, combined to give Oklahoma a 17-7 win over 
Missouri before a cold, windswept Homecoming crowd in Norman. 

OU went into the game minus five regulars and lost two more before 
the afternoon was over, Fullbacks Stanley Wilson and Weldon Ledbetter, 
halfback David Overstreet, and defensive ends Mike Weddington and Steve 
Whaley all were sidelined before the Sooners took the field. Tight end 


ORANGE BOWL SPECIAL — 13 


Forrest Valora joined the wounded by pulling a muscle in pre-game warm- 
ups and safety Ken Sitton lamed an ankle in the second half. 

The Sooners shifted starting LH Chet Winters to RH, moved Buster 
Rhymes up from the second unit at LH and inserted Barry Joyner at FB. 
The move paid off as all three were major contributors to the win. Rhymes 
rushed for 132 yards and scored both Sooner touchdowns. He was honored 
as the Big Eight Offensive Player of the Week for his performance. A 
55-yard sprint by Winters set OU’s first touchdown and Joyner’s 86-yard 
total on 14 carries kept the Missouri defense reeling. 

The Sooner defense, meanwhile, kept the Tigers away from the goal 
line until late in the fourth quarter. Missouri was held to only 105 yards 
rushing and a slim 210 total yards. Led by linebackers Mike Coast and 
Mike Reilly, OU held the Tigers without a first down in the third period, 
allowing them across the 50-yard line just four times all afternoon — only 
twice while the game was stil] in doubt. 

Oklahoma scored a touchdown in the second period on a five-yard run 
by Rhymes; added a 35-yard Michael Keeling field goal with three seconds 
left in the half; and put the game out of reach when Rhymes rambled 55 
yards for a fourth quarter touchdown. 

The victory made the Oklahoma-Nebraska game a conference-title 
match again as both teams headed for their Saturday clash unbeaten in Big 
Eight play. 


OKLAHOMA 21, NEBRASKA 17 
Nov. 22, 1980 
(at Lincoln; attendance 76,322) 


Scoring by Quarters 


OKLAHOMA 0 14 0 7-21 
NEBRASKA 1 0 O 7-17 


Nebraska—Redwine 89 run (Seibel kick) 8:43 1Q 
Nebraska—Seibel 47 field goal 0:43 1Q 
Oklahoma—Watts 3 run (Keeling kick) 4:17 1Q 
Oklahoma—Winters 3 run (Keeling kick) 1:41 2Q 
Nebraska—Quinn 1 run (Seibel kick) 3:16 4Q 
Oklahoma—Rhymes 1 run (Keeling kick) 0:56 4Q 


An 80-yard drive in eight plays with 3:16 left in the game carried the 
Oklahoma Sooners to a 21-17 victory over Nebraska before a stunned 
capacity crowd in Memorial Stadium plus millions of others watching as 
ABC televised regionally. 

The win, OU’'s ninth in the last 10 games with the ‘Huskers, gave the 
Sooners at least a share of their ninth consecutive Big Eight championship 
and kept them on the track to their fourth straight visit to Miami's Orange 
Bowl. The Sooners needed a win over Oklahoma State the following Satur- 
day to clinch the trip. 
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Barry Switzer, whose personal record against Nebraska rose to 8-1, 
watched as his club was pushed into a quick 10-0 hole. An 89-yard run by 
Jarvis Redwine and a 47-yard field goal by Kevin Seibel in the first period 
kept the partisan crowd roaring. 

However, the Sooner defense adjusted and the offense began to move 
the ball consistently in the.second period. A 68-yard drive in 10 plays got 
OU on the scoreboard. A 13-yard run by Buster Rhymes, a J.C. Watts-to- 
Steve Rhodes pass for another 13 yards, and a 20-yard bolt by Stanley 
Wilson put the ball on the "Husker four. Watts scored from the three on 
third down. 

Later in the period, OU cranked up an impressive 55-yard journey with 
a spectacular Watts-to-Rhymes option gaining 31 of it. Chet Winters circled 
left end from the three and OU led 14-10 at halftime. 

Defense took over in the third period, with both teams unable to move. 
Two bad punts gave OU opportunities, but the Sooners were unable to cash 
in. Nebraska, meanwhile, reached the OU 35 but a fourth-down run was 
stopped short. 

The Sooners dodged a couple of bullets in the fourth quarter before 
Nebraska finally hit the mark. Once the ‘Huskers failed to make a fourth- 
and-two from the Sooner seven, and another time fumbled an opportunity 
away at the OU one. However, a 14-yard punt by Michael Keeling gave 
Nebraska a first down at the 17-yard line and a ticket to a 17-14 lead. 
Quarterback Jeff Quinn scored from the one and, with 3:16 to go before the 
final gun, it appeared the Sooners were dead. 

After the kickoff had gone through the end zone, Oklahoma set out to 
prove the “corpse” indeed was very much alive. Rhymes was stopped for a 
two-yard gain but a late hit turned it into a 17-yard advance. Wilson fum- 
bled on the next play but Louis Oubre recovered for a six-yard gain. On the 
third play, Watts optioned right and, with Winters and Wilson supplying 
key blocks, pitched to Rhymes who stormed 43 yards to the "Husker 14-yard 
line. Then, facing third-and-10 from that point, Watts rifled a 13-yard pass 
to Bobby Grayson for a first down at the one, Rhymes drove over from there 
and the Sooners had their win. 

Mike Reilly, with 13 tackles from his linebacking post, and noseguard 
Johnnie Lewis, totaling an astounding 17 stops (14 of which were unas- 
sisted), were Co-Defensive Players of the Week in the Big Fight. 


OKLAHOMA 63, OKLAHOMA STATE 14 
Nov. 29, 1980 
(at Norman, attendance 74,852) 


Scoring by Quarters 


OKLAHOMA 14 14 21 14—63 
OKLAHOMA STATE 0 % 7 O—14 


Oklahoma—Rhymes 66 run (Keeling kick) 6:00 1Q 
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Oklahoma—Watts 22 run (Keeling kick) 5:01 1Q 
Oklahoma—Watts 5 run (Keeling kick) 10:22 2Q 
Oklahoma—Watts 5 run (Keeling kick) 7:12 2Q 
O-State—Spencer recovered blocked punt in end zone (Ankerson kick! 0:20 
2Q 
Oklahoma—Watts 15 run (Keeling kick) 6:27 3Q 
Oklahoma—Shepard 1 run (Keeling kick! 2:22 3Q 
O-State—Campbell 11 pass from Traber (Ankerson kick) 1:25 3Q 
Oklahoma—J. Ledbetter 95 kickoff return (Keeling kick) 1:13 3Q 
Oklahoma—J. Ledbetter 1 run (Keeling kick) 13:00 4Q 
Oklahoma—J. Ledbetter 24 run (Keeling kick) 10:26 4Q 


Oklahoma officially wrapped up its ninth consecutive Big Eight 
Championship and a trip to the Orange Bow! with a 63-14 Owen Field rout 
of cross-state rival Oklahoma State. 

J. C. Watts won the conference scoring title with four touchdowns 
while freshman Buster Rhymes became the all-time leading rusher for 
freshmen, His 105 yards gave him a first-year total of 659 yards. 13 better 
than Buddy Leake’s old mark, set in 1951. Another freshman. Jerome Led- 
better, scored three times including an electrifying 95-yard kickoff return. 

The Sooner defense held the Cowboys to just 19 yards rushing and did 
not allow OSU to cross midfield until midway through the third period 
OSU's 164 yards in total offense was the lowest any team had been able to 
generate against OU all season. 

The Big Red put the game away with four first-half touchdowns, then 
added three more in the third period for insurance. OSU turned the ball 
over five times, with OU scoring after three of them. The victory over 
Oklahoma State was the seventh in a row for the Sooners after a mediocre 
2-2 beginning. It also pushed OU into the nation’s Top Five again. the first 
time since the opening win over Kentucky. 


WISHBONE PILOT. J. C. Watts, Outstanding Offensive Player in 
the Orange Bowl a year ago, keeps for big yardage against Ken- 
tucky. Watts made second team All-Big Eight on both wire ser- 
vice polls. 
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°80 Oklahoma Stats 


1980 OKLAHOMA FOOTBALL 


STATISTICS (9-2) 
TEAM 

Okla Opp. 
226 ~~ First downs 165 
185 First downs, rushing 83 
33 First downs, passing 64 
8 First downs, penalties 18 
691 Attempts rushing 510 
308 Yards lost rushing 269 
3961 Rushing, net yards 1945 
38 Forward passes completed 117 
85 Forward passes attempted 260 
44.7 Pass completion percentage 45.0 
993 Passing net yards 1370 
2 Touchdown passes 12 
22 Interceptions by 11 
264 Yards returned interceptions 120 
4954 =‘ Total yards, rushing & passing 3315 
52 Punts, number 79 
2116 Yards punting 3364 
40.7 Punting average 42.6 
26 ~=Punts returned, number 16 
222 = Yards returned, punts 113 
17‘ Kickoffs returned, number 26 
565 Yards returned, kickoffs 617 
0 Punts blocked by 1 
26 Fumbles lost 13 
49 Fumbles total 24 
64 —- Times penalized 49 
630 Yards penalized 423 
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RUSHING 


yds. net long 

alt. yds. lost yds. avg. gain 
Overstreet ........... 96 707 31 678 7.1 84 CU 
WARE 5 xetens aaoman .163 829 166 663 4.1 45 ISU 
Wilson RE 662 6 659 §:5 53 ISU 
ROVIMNGS cicscecvscsonadeia 86 681 22 659 7.7 66 OSU 
WINGIS: sc ceccvacexcnncld 395 25 370 4.7 55 MU 
Shepard ............ 25 313 13 300 12.0 89 CU 
W. Ledbetter a 58 292 0 292 5.0 51 UNC 
Joyner 20 117 0 117 5.9 38 MU 
J. Ledbetter... ......,..13 62 0 62 4.8 24 OSU 
VOUNG us, siasasarsewioraaraaaceary 8 34 7 27 3.4 9 KSU 
MEKIGE sae eaatah tag i 3 15 0 15 5.0 6 CU 
Rhodes.........,.......1 11 0 11 11.0 11 KY 
Coleman scavonrars 3 11 0 11 a7 5 CU 
Fontenette ........... 1 6 0 6 6.0 6 ISU 
Lt , 12 "1 1 0.5 12 KSU 
Canel isc axiaciaasovoman 2 1 1 0 0.0 1 OSU 
SORTA: ont § ECU 4 1 0 24 —24 ~24.0 — KU 

SCORING 

TD FG 2-PAT PAT Points 
Watts . 18 108 
Rhymes ” 10 60 
Keeling nee 3-8 45-49 54 
Overstreet j 7 42 
Winters an 4 24 
Shepard Avera eswresy 4 24 
J. Ledbetter 4 24 
Wilson 2 1 14 
Pegues 2 12 
Valora 1 1 8 
Grayson - 1 6 
team (safety) 2 

PASSING 

att. comp. inte. yds. pet. TD 
WVETES scrccommasimormmaial 35 10 905 44.9 2 
Shepard ewes 2 1 53 33.3 0 
Grayson 1 1 0 35 100.0 0 


18 — ORANGE BOWL SPECIAL 


PASS RECEIVING 


caught yds. avg. TD long gain 
IVER ceases snesswraroavaes 14 389 27.8 1 74 KY 
RAGES covieecncciaed® 251 25.1 0 51 OSU 
Valora. 2... eee 5 152 30.4 0 47 KU 
OVOISHRSE: ssicienwawareans 3 80 26.7 1 39 SU 
RAGNOS: ceucescetees 2 70 35.0 0 48 OSU 
Winters ................ 1 22 22.0 0 20 CU 
| nn 1 16 16.0 0 16 KSU 
W. Ledbetter ............ 1 8 8.0 0 8 KY 
WRN <-odiicradrscamraennnion 1 5 5.0 0 5 KSU 
PASS INTERCEPTIONS 

no. yds. TD long gain 
EGWOIE cs enccincnamsycaezranis 4 76 0 26 CU 
SONG Sinccrsirencucewes 2 37 0 28 UNC 
Flanagan... 2... eee 2 23 0 16 KU 
PAWON creas asrxearemnocus 2 21 0 11 KY 
TIMOISON: Ss eentestecaeas 2 20 0 24 UT 
SHON 5+ o.ececnarcecerpiergurierersinre 1 20 0 20 OSU 
Rel ccaanressapnaracnanunrnaes 1 18 0 18 OSU 
Weddington ............, 1 18 0 18 UT 
Goodlow............0eee 1 10 0 10 OSU 
PAU cs: caraveranes ermimeatannats 2 9 0 9 SU 
D} WSO siisvwrwaneawoes 1 7 0 7 KSU 
CTR Sco varsun insiacenmamrcccues 1 5 0 5 KSU 
DGOTIE! cisiaceurwereawnoneies 1 0 0 0 CU 
WBE? ouiacqenuwesuesans 1 0 0 0 KSU 

PUNT RETURNS 

no yds. avg. TD long gain 
RhodeS ss Soizievesiicwe 8 92 11.5 0 29 MU 
PRMIESE. aca: dink siaieoteretusin’s 12 78 6.5 0 28 KY 
GINGER: ocasccccrviesceas 6 52 8.7 0 39 ISU 

KICKOFF RETURNS 

no. yds. avg. TD long gain 
PINGS cv sccsiewrermsemrerseneans 8 283 35.5 1 100 KSU 
Ai LOODOUER vssiscvreanues 4 225 56.3 2 99 CU 
Waker ace eareweeexs 2 29 14.5 0 15 SU 
Bryan 2. eee 1 20 20.0 0 20 KSU 
ROCHONG sive aicaccensvevxees 1 10 10.0 0 10 KU 
SONY 2 sia eden sv Weis Heise 1 ~2 ~2.0 0 —2 CU 


ORANGE BOWL SPECIAL — 19 


PUNTING 


no. yds. avg. long kick 
ROGING:<.0\sccavnsscatewd 51 2116 41.5 72 ISU 
team Re | 0 0.0 — OSU 


SCORE BY QUARTERS 


GREONENTSicn-m nan catemomnmennwasenieary 48 51 40 53—192 
OKLAHOMA sikcccccncecuierieesanean amass 84 65 107 122—378 


SOONER SCORES 


29 Kentucky 7 41 North Carolina 7 

14 Stanford 31 21 Kansas 19 

82 Colorado 42 17 Missouri 7 

13 Texas 20 21 Nebraska 17 

35 Kansas State 21 63 Oklahoma State 14 

42 lowa State 7 Jan, 1 Florida State (Orange Bowl) 


Neer Ca, 


THEY GOT TOUGHER. Defensive end Orlando Flanagan (53) re- 
flected the improvement made by the Sooner defense as the year 
progressed. Flanagan took over as a starter when Mike Wedding- 
ton broke his hand and played extremely well down the stretch. 
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LINEMAN 
Richard Turner 
Steve Whaley 
donne Lewis 
Mike Weddington 
Orlando Flanagan 
Keith Gary 

Scott Dawson 
John Blake 

Daryl Goodiow 
Ricky Bryan 
Danny Wilson 
Jim Jones 

Jonn Truitt 


UNEBACKERS 
Mike Coast 

Mike Reilly 
Sherdeill Breathett 
Jerry Sanders 
Jack Shipp 
Thomas Benson 


BACKS 

Steve Haworth 
Jay Jimerson 
Darrell Songy 
Ken Sutton 
Bas! Banks 
Gary Lowell 
Byron Paul 
Barnon Walker 
Brown Delozier 
Mike Keeling 
Owight Drane 
Royce Coleman 
Lous Oubre 
Brian Hall 

Jett McDonald 


aero Unassisted 
tackles 


1980 OKLAHOMA 
DEFENSIVE STATISTICS 
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DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 


TE—82 Forrest Valora, 6-0, 233, Sr.; 44 Johnny Fontenette, 6-0, 205, Soph. 

LT—66 Louis Oubre, 6-4, 262, Sr.; 77 Elbert Graham, 6-3, 275, Soph. 

LG—75 Terry Crouch, 6-1, 270, Jr.; 76 Steve Williams, 6-2, 268, Soph. 

C—51 Bill Bechtold, 6-4, 240, Jr; 52 Mark Lucky, 5-11, 240, Sr. 

RG—60 Don Key, 6-2, 250, Soph.; 69 Jim Carner, 6-4, 275, Sr. 

RT—61 Ed Culver, 6-3, 275, Jr.; 79 Lyndle Byford, 6-5, 280, Jr. 

SE—24 Steve Rhodes, 6-0, 191, Sr.; 12 Bobby Grayson, 5-9, 178, Jr. 

QB—1 J. C. Watts, 5-11, 193, Sr.; 8 Darrell Shepard, 5-11, 180, Jr. 

LH—40 Chet Winters, 6-0, 190, Soph.; 4 George Rhymes, 6-3, 195, Fr. 

RH—22 David Overstreet, 5-11, 190, Sr.; 23 Herbert Young, 5-11, 200, 
Soph. 


FB—32 Stanley Wilson, 6-0, 195, Soph.; 43 Weldon Ledbetter, 6-0, 205, 
Soph. 


DEFENSE 


LE—88 Michael Weddington, 6-2, 230, Soph.; 46 Daryl Goodlow, 6-2, 215, 
Soph. 
LT—92 Keith Gary, 6-3, 250, Sr.; 78 Scott Dawson, 6-2, 255, Jr. 
NG—95 Johnnie Lewis, 6-1, 225, Jr.; 90 John Blake, 6-0, 250, Soph. 
RT—96 Richard Turner, 6-2, 255, Sr.; 80 Rick Bryan, 6-5, 230, Fr. 
RE—57 Steve Whaley, 6-3, 210, Jr.; 58 Orlando Flanagan, 6-2, 204, Jr. 
SLB—50 Mike Reilly, 6-3, 225, Jr.; 47 Sherdeill Breathett, 6-0, 215, Jr. 
WLB—48 Mike Coast, 5-11, 208, Sr.; 45 Jerry Sanders, 6-1, 219, Soph. 
LC—16 Darrell Songy, 6-0, 185, Soph.; 15 Jay Jimerson, 5-9, 180, Sr. 
SS—18 Ken Sitton, 6-3, 200, Sr.; 25 Gary Lowell, 6-0, 188, Soph. 
FS—15 Jay Jimerson, 5-9, 180, Sr.; 33 Dwight Drane, 6-1, 195, Fr. 
RC—17 Basil Banks, 5-11, 177, Sr.; 27 Byron Paul, 6-1, 192, Jr. 


CAPTAINS 
22 Overstreet, 66 Oubre, 24 Rhodes, 96 Turner, 1 Watts 
SPECIALISTS 


Punting—99 Michael Keeling, 6-3, 195, Soph.; 9 John Hoge, 5-10, 195, 
Soph. 

Kickoffs—99 Michael Keeling, 6-3, 195, Soph.: 9 John Hoge, 5-10, 195, 
Soph. 

PAT—99 Michael Keeling, 6-3, 195, Soph.; 9 John Hoge, 5-10, 195, Soph. 

FG—Michael Keeling, 6-3, 195, Soph.; 9 John Hoge, 5-10, 195, Soph. 

Holder—24 Steve Rhodes, 6-0, 191, Sr.; 2 Jim Rock‘ord, 5-10, 160, Fr. 
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KICK RETURNS 


Kickoffs—4 George Rhymes, 6-3, 195, Fr.; 2 Jim Rockford, 5-10, 160, Fr. 
Punts—24 Steve Rhodes, 6-0, 191, Sr.; 15 Jay Jimerson, 5-9, 180, Sr. 


Final 1980 Standings 


Conference Games 


Ww L T Pts. Opp. 
Oklahoma 7 0 281 127 
Nebraska 6 1 292 59 
Missouri 5 2 156 88 
Kansas 3 3 1 129 158 
Oklahoma State 2 4 1 115 185 
Iowa State 2 5 108 153 
Kansas State 1 6 74 178 
Colorado 1 6 97 282 

All Games 

WwW L T Pts. Opp. 
Oklahoma 9 2 378 192 
Nebraska 9 2 439 93 
Missouri 8 3 307 147 
Kansas 4 5 2 171 208 
Oklahoma State 3 7 1 187 268 
Iowa State 6 5 245 184 
Kansas State 3 8 129 212 
Colorado 1 10 160 451 


OKLAHOMA’S BEST MARKS FOR 1980 


Top Rushing Performances 


Att. Net Yds. TD 
David Overstreet vs Colorado 18 258 1 
Stanley Wilson vs Texas 18 172 1 
Stanley Wilson vs lowa State 24 160 1 
Darrell Shepard vs Colorado 3 151 2 
J. C. Watts vs North Carolina 18 139 3 
J. C. Watts vs Kansas State 22 137 3 
George Rhymes vs Missouri 19 132 2 
Weldon Ledbetter vs North Carolina 19 122 0 
George Rhymes vs Colorado 9 110 4 
George Rhymes vs Oklahoma State 12 105 1 
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Top Passing Performances 


Att. Comp. Int. 
J. C. Watts vs Kentucky 10 6 0 
J. C. Watts vs Stanford 12 6 2 
J. C. Watts vs Oklahoma State 6 4 0 
J. C. Watts vs Colorado 7 5 0 
J. ©. Watts vs Kansas 6 3 1 
Top Receiving Performances 
No. Yds. 
Bobby Grayson vs Kentucky 3 119 
Steve Rhodes vs Oklahoma State a 92 
Steve Rhodes vs Stanford 3 74 
Bobby Grayson vs Kansas 2 66 


Longest Individual Plays 


Touchdown run—89 Darrell Sehpard vs Colorado 

Run from scrimmage (no score) — 84 David Overstreet vs Colorado 
Touchdown pass—74 J. C. Watts to Bobby Grayson vs Kentucky 
Pass, no score—51 J. C. Watts to Steve Rhodes vs Oklahoma State 
Punt—72 Michael Keeling vs lowa State 

Punt return—39 Jay Jimerson vs lowa State 

Interception return—28 Darrell Songy vs North Carolina 

Kickoff return—100 George Rhymes vs Kansas State 


Team: One Game Highs and Lows 
Lows 


Highs 
First Downs—35 vs Colorado 
Rushing attempts—83 vs North Carolina 
Yards rushing—792 vs Colorado 


10 vs Stanford 
40 vs Kentucky 
153 vs Kentucky 


Pass attempts—17 vs Texas 

Pass completions—7 vs Stanford 

Yards passing—187 vs Stanford 

Total offensive plays—89 vs Kansas State 
Total offensive yardage—875 vs Colorado 


53 vs Stanford 
275 vs Nebraska 


Opponent's One Game Highs and Lows 


Highs Lows 
First Downs—27. Stanford 8, Kentucky 
Rushing attempts—66, Texas 30, Oklahoma State 
Yards rushing—314, Nebraska 19, Oklahoma State 
Pass attempts—34, Stanford 11, lowa State 
Pass completion—20, Stanford 3, lowa State 
Yards passing—237, Stanford 19. lowa State 
Total offensive plays—90, Stanford 56, Kansas State 


Total offensive yardage—457, Stanford 164. Oklahoma State 
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Yds. 


168 
153 
122 
117 
113 


o-co-9g 


coo-d 


2 vs lowa State. North Carolina 
0 vs lowa State. North Carolina 
0 vs lowa State, North Carolina 


Sooner Headliners 


(In Numerical Order By Position) 


OFFENSE 
RECEIVERS 


Bobby 
Grayson 


12 


5-9, 178, Jr., Beggs, OK 


Alternated with Steve Rhodes at 
split end, bringing plays from the 
bench. Led the Sooners in receiv- 
ing with 14 catches good for 389 
yards. His only touchdown was a 
74-yarder against Kentucky. His 
clutch 13-yard reception in the 
Nebraska game gave OU a first 
down at the Husker one and the 
winning touchdown two plays 
later. Caught three passes for 119 
yards in the Kentucky game, the 
best day for a Sooner receiver all 


season. Had two catches for 66 
yards against Kansas. Threw a 
35-yard pass to Forrest Valora in 
the Stanford game. Also had two 
catches himself for 40 yards in the 
same game. Had two receptions 
each against Colorado and Kansas 
State. Averaged 27.8 yards per 
catch, best on the squad. Played 
backup at beginning of 1979 sea- 
son but moved to an alternate role 
after injury to Rhodes. Had five 
catches for 86 yards. Relatively 
small but has great quickness and 
concentration. Missed the Iowa 
State game because of a death in 
the family. 


The Grayson Record 


PC Yds. TD 

1978 1 12 0 

1979 5 86 1 

1980 14 389 1 

Totals 20 487 Z 
Steve 


24 


6-0, 191, Sr., Dallas, TX 


Rhodes 


Quality receiver who specialized 
in clutch plays throughout his ca- 
reer. Called by Barry Switzer “a 
real competitor,” Rhodes alter- 
nated with Bobby Grayson at split 
end. Caught 10 passes for 251 
yards. His 5l-yard reception 
against Oklahoma State was the 
longest non-scoring completion of 
the season. Made an eye-popping 
grab of a 39-yard throw in the 
waning seconds of the first half 
against Missouri, setting up a field 
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Steve Rhodes 


goal with three seconds remaining. 
His best day was in the OSU game 
as he caught three passes for 92 
yards, Also had three receptions 
against Stanford. Finished his 
career with 40 completions (good 
for fifth place on the all-time OU 
reception chart) and 908 yards 
(fourth best on the all-time receiv- 
ing yardage chart), Pulled ham- 
string forced him to miss two 
games, Volunteered to return 
punts before Missouri clash and 
finished with 92 yards on eight re- 
turns in final three contests. His 
longest was for 29 yards against 
Missouri. Probably will return 
punts in the Orange Bowl game. 
Also turned in fine blocking per- 
formances including a key knock- 
down of a Nebraska defender on 
Chet Winters’ three-yard touch- 
down run that gave the Sooners 
the lead just before halftime. Red- 
shirted a year ago because of in- 
jury. 
The Rhodes Record 

PC Yds. TD 

1976 6 160 0 
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1977 12 226 2 
1978 9 211 1 
*1979 3 60 0 
1980 10 251 0 
Totals 40 908 3 


*Injured in first game of the sea- 
son. Was awarded hardship. 


Forrest 
Valora 


8 


6-0, 230, Sr., Phoenix, AZ 


Unanimous all-conference selec- 
tion. May be the best blocker on 
the squad. Fierce competitor who 
has become a fine receiver. Had a 
period of time in midseason where 
he graded over 90 percent in three 
consecutive games, a remarkable 
record “when you consider some of 
the blocks we asked him to make,” 
coach Merv Johnson said. Provided 


the key block on David 
Overstreet’s three-yard touchdown 
run againt Kentucky: made a 


great effort to block downfield in 


Colorado contest ahead of 
Overstreet’s 84-yard = gallop: 
knocked the safety down on Stan- 
ley Wilson’s 53-yard touchdown 
sprint against Iowa State; and 
made a fine block as J. C. Watts 
ran 12 yards for a touchdown in 
the same game. Was credited with 
a great block on Overstreet’s 
29-yard scoring run vs North 
Carolina. Valora was nominated 
for Offensive Player of the Week 
in the Big Eight for his play 
against Kansas, which — in addi- 
tion to a great blocking day — in- 
cluded a 47-yard pass reception 
from Watts. Altogether caught five 
passes this season for 152 yards. 
Missed the Missouri game because 
of a pulled hamstring suffered in 
pre-game warmups. Can_ bench 
press 420 pounds. Very tough. Was 
knocked unconscious in freak side- 
line accident before 1979 Texas 
game but, after having several 
stitches taken in his forehead, re- 
turned to play the entire contest. 


The Valora Record 


PC Yds. TD 
1978 1 20 1 
1979 9 234 1 
1980 5 152 0 
Totals 15 406 2 


LEFT TACKLE 


66 Louis 


Oubre 
6&4, 262, Sr.. New Orleans, LA 


Concensus All-America choice. 
Unanimous All-Big Eight selection 
for the second year in a row. Of- 
fensive line coach Merv Johnson 
calls Oubre: “probably the quickest 


Louis Oubre 
offensive tackle I have ever been 
around,” Had an outstanding 
senior season even though missing 
most of three games because of a 
foot injury. Extremely intelligent 
and consistent. Supplied the key 
block on Stanley Wilson’s 36-yard 
touchdown run in the Texas game, 
Provided blocking support that al- 
lowed David Overstreet to race 29 
yards for a touchdown against 
North Carolina; Wilson to gallop 
53 yards for a score vs Iowa State; 
and Watts to go 22 and Overstreet 
10 for six-pointers against Kansas. 
Was credited with a crushing 
block in North Carolina contest, 
allowing Weldon Ledbetter to 
ramble 51 yards. Got a clearing 
block on Chet Winters’ 55-yarder 
in Missouri game. Recovered 
Wilson's fumble to keep the last- 
ditch scoring drive alive against 
Nebraska. Played tight end on oc- 
casion during the season and is 
capable of playing guard as well. 
Coaches say he never has a bad 
game and, as a result, grades con- 
sistently high. Perhaps his finest 
game as a junior came in the 
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Orange Bow! where he dominated 
his area as OU won over Florida 
State. A three-year starter, he is 
considered an excellent pro pros- 
pect. 


LEFT GUARD 


Terry 
Crouch 


/) 


6-1, 275, Jr., Dallas, TX 


Unanimous All-Big Eight choice 
and was the only conference player 
named to Sporting News 
All-America squad. Continued a 
trend started toward the end of his 
sophomore season when he began 
to improve by leaps and bounds, 
becoming one of the top linemen in 
the conference. Has been a starter 
the last two seasons after red- 
shirting in 1978. Has the strength, 
size and agility to be a dominant 
lineman. Is one of the better pul- 
ling guards around. Sealed his 
man on Darrell Shepard’s 31-yard 


28 — ORANGE BOWL SPECIAL 


run in the Kentucky game, lead- 
ing to OU's first touchdown; put 
the linebacker on the ground as 
David Overstreet ran 84 yards 
against Colorado; had a great day 
against Texas, grading extremely 
high; opened hole for Stanley Wil- 
son on 53-yard scoring run in lowa 
State game; teamed with Louis 
Oubre to clear path for Weldon 
Ledbetter on 51-yard scamper 
against North Carolina; and 
carved opening for Barry Joyner 
on 37-yard gain in Missouri game. 
Durable player who has not mis- 
sed a game because of injury. 


CENTER 


iy | Bill 
Bechtold 


6-4, 240, Jr., Midwest City, OK 


Replaced All-America Paul 
Tabor and did a fine job. Erased 
any doubt early as to whether he 
could handle the position and be- 


came one of the better pivots in 
the conference. Coaches felt ex- 
perience was all he needed to play 
with the quality his predecessor 
did. The physical tools and desire 
were there. Makes the snap well 
and fires off the ball in a produc- 
tive manner. Coaches were impre- 
ssed at the way he blocked against 
some of the better nose guards 
who opposed him. Had a fine 
blocking day against Texas as 
Sooners exploited Longhorn middle 
for most of their rushing yardage. 
Made extra effort on foldback 
block as David Overstreet reversed 
his field to go 14 yards for OU’'s 
first touchdown in lowa State 
game. Also made the tackle on a 
Kansas State defensive back who 
had intercepted a pass. He is a 
perfect example of the improve- 
ment that made the OU offensive 
line one of the best in the nation. 


RIGHT GUARD 


6 Don 
Key 


6-2, 250, Soph., Pasadena, TX 


Two-year starter. Has a chance 
to become the first four-time star- 
ter at OU in modern times. Intel- 
ligent athlete whose biggest assets 
are quickness and intensity. Very 
mobile. His ability to pull makes 
him even more valuable. Grades 
consistently high. Had a good seal 
block on 17-yard touchdown run 
by Buster Rhymes in Colorado 
game and took care of the corner- 
back on an eight-yard scoring run 
by Chet Winters in the same 
game. Walled off his man to free 
Rhymes for a 27-yard run against 
Kansas State and, against North 
Carolina, made a good block on 
David Overstreet’s 29-yard touch- 
down gallop and was credited with 
fine effort in blocking J. C. Watts 
to a 42-yard breakaway. He made 
a fine pass block in the Kansas 
game on a_ Watts-to-Valora 
47-yard completion and covered 
his man as Rhymes burst 43 yards 
on the last TD drive against Neb- 
raska. Can play center in an 
emergency. Has never missed a 
game because of injury. Was red- 
shirted as a freshman in 1978. 


RIGHT TACKLES 


61 Ed 
Culver 


6-3, 275, Jr., Tahlequah, OK 


Starter at right tackle. He 
played backup there in 1979 until 
injury to Lyndle Byford projected 
him into starting lineup. Played so 
well down the stretch and 
throughout the spring and early 
fall, Byford was never able to re- 
gain the position on a full-time 
basis. Culver had a good day 
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Ed Culver 


blocking against Colorado. His 
seal allowed David Overstreet to 
race 29. yards for a score against 
North Carolina. Made a fine veer 
block as Buster Rhymes burst 55 
yards to break open Missouri 
clash. Versatile performer who 
started at left tackle in two games 
while Louis Oubre was nursing a 
foot injury. Has great intensity 
and works as hard as anyone in 
the offensive line. 


/ Lyndle 
Byford 
6-5, 280, Jr.. Duncan, OK 


Started in early season and saw 
a great deal of playing time. Was 
usually the third tackle when OU 
went to an unbalanced line featur- 
ing three tackles. Was a starter in 
1979 until a knee injury forced 
him to miss five games. Also mis- 
sed spring practice while re- 
habilitating. Considered by 
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Lyndile Byford 


coaches to be an extra starter. Has 
tremendous explosion off the ball 
with surprising quickness for such 
a big man. Has been timed in 5.0 
in the 40-yard dash. Made a good 
wall-off on a Buster Rhymes run 
for 27 yards in Kansas State 
contest. His block on the line- 
backer cleared J. C. Watts for a 
19-yarder against Iowa State and 
coaches praised his extra effort on 
the blocking scheme which freed 
Chet Winters for a 55-yard run to 
set up the first touchdown against 
Missouri. Byford was red-shirted 
in 1978. 


QUARTERBACK 


J.C. 
Watts 


5-11, 191, Sr., Eutaula, OK 


Named the outstanding offensive 
player in the 1980 Orange Bowl. 


as = 


J. C. Watts 


Quality signal caller who led OU 
to two undisputed conference 
championships in the two years he 
was the regular quarterback. 
Probably the best passer at OU in 
a decade. Was named to the second 
unit All-Big Eight team by both 
wire services. Excellent option 
quarterback who finished as the 
Big Eight’s leading scorer with 
108 points, also good enough for 
second place in the final NCAA 
figures. Rushed for 663 yards, sec- 
ond best on the team, and passed 
for 905 more with 35 completions 
out of 78 attempts. Threw touch- 
down passes of 74 yards against 
Kentucky and 39 yards against 
Colorado. Scored four TD's himself 
in the finale against Oklahoma 
State and had three-touchdown 
days against Kansas State, lowa 
State and North Carolina. Had a 
career high of 139 yards on the 
ground in the North Carolina 
game and rushed for 137 against 
Kansas State. Passed for over 100 
yards in five different games, in- 
cluding a career high of 168 


against Kentucky. His longest run 
of the season was a 45-yarder 
against Iowa State that produced 
the go-ahead touchdown. His op- 
tion pitches to Buster Rhymes in 
the Nebraska showdown were keys 
to two touchdowns. His longest 
career run was the 6l-yarder he 
spun against Florida State in last 
year's Orange Bowl clash. He 
finished that evening with 127 
yards rushing and one touchdown. 
He added 36 yards in the air for a 
total offense of 163 yards. A highly 
recruited athlete from the same 
town that produced the Selmon 
brothers. 
The Watts Record 


Rushing 
Att. Yds. TD 
1976 6 20 0 
1977 Red Shirt 
1978 42 204 6 
1979 123 455 10 
1980 163 663 18 
Totals 334 1342 34 
Passing 
Att. Comp. Int. Yds. TD 
1976 0 0 0 0 0 
1977 Red Shirt 
1978 38 13 4 227 2 
1979 81 39 5 785 4 
1980 78 35 10 905 2 
Totals 197 87 19 1917 8 
HALFBACKS 
George 
4 (Buster) 
Rhymes 


6-3, 195, Fr., Miami, FL 
Came on late in the season to 


provide breakaway threat Sooners 
needed. Highly recruited athlete 
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Buster Rhymes 


who broke the all-time rushing re- 
cord for freshmen at OU (set in 
1951) with 659 yards on 86 carries. 
His average of 7.7 yards per try was 
the season’s best on the squad for 
those who played regularly. Was 
second—behind J. C. Watts—in 
Scoring with 60 points. Started the 
Missouri and Nebraska games after 
injuries forced position changes. 
Was named Big Eight Offensive 
Player of the Week for his 132 yards 
rushing and two touchdowns 
against Missouri. Second TD was a 
55-yarder that put the game away. 
Came back the following week in 
pressure-packed Nebraska contest 
to run for 85 yards, scoring the win- 
ning touchdown with less than a 
minute to play. His 31- and 43-yard 
scampers directly led to two touch- 
downs in OU’'s victory over the 
Huskers. Had his first big day 
against Colorado when he scored 
four times while rushing for 110 
yards, Set a school record against 
Kansas State with a 100-yard kick- 
off return and scored a second TD 
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late in the game. Got 105 yards on 
the ground in Oklahoma State bat- 
tle, scoring the first touchdown with 
his longest run of the season, a 
66-yarder. Returned eight kickoffs 
for 283 yards, an average of 35.5 
yards per return. Caught two passes 
for 70 yards. Improvement in block- 
ing will make him one of the best 
backs in the nation. 


David 


2? Overstreet 


511, 190, Sr., Big Sandy, TX 


Quality performer who provided 
leadership for young corps of run- 
ning backs this season. Best block- 
ing halfback Sooners have had since 
Greg Pruitt. Rushed for 678 yards, 
tops on the squad. Ran for 258 yards 
against Colorado, the fourth-best 
total for a single game in OU his- 
tory. Had an 84-yard run against 


the Buffs and scored one touchdown 
by taking a short pass from J. C. 
Watts and turning it into a 37-yard 
payoff. Was named the Big Eight 
Offensive Player of the Week for his 
game at Colorado. Scored seven 
touchdowns and was on the receiv- 
ing end of three passes totaling 80 
yards. Scored the first touchdown 
against lowa State with a beautiful 
ad-libbed 14-yard run. Finding the 
hole plugged, he veered the opposite 
direction and outraced defenders to 
the goal. Scored twice against 
North Carolina, once on 23-yard 
scamper down the sideline and later 
on a 29-yard zig-zag through most 
of the Tar Heel defense. Scored two 
more times in Kansas squeaker, 
once from the two and again from 
the 10, A pulled hamstring forced 
him to miss Kentucky opener and 
another hamstring pull made him 
miss both the Missouri and Ne- 
braska clashes. Finished his career 
with 1,702 yards rushing. Has been 
used to return kickoffs on occasion. 


The Overstreet Record 


Rushing 

Att. Yds. TD 
1977 78 339 4 
1978 63 408 2 
1979 56 277 3 
1980 96 678 7 
Totals 293 1702 16 

Receiving 
PC Yds. TD 
1977 0 0 0 
1978 0 0 0 
1979 2 82 1 
1980 3 80 1 
Totals 5 162 2 


Chet 
Winters 


4() 


6-0, 195, Soph., Jacksonville, AR 


Started at both halfback positions 
during the season. Rushed for 370 
yards while scoring four touch- 
downs. Had a 13-yard scoring run 
against Kentucky. Scored two 
touchdowns and rushed for 51 yards 
in Colorado tussle. Also blocked 
well in CU test. Gave David Over- 
street the block he needed to score 
OU's first touchdown against lowa 
State. Had a fine day in North 
Carolina game, clearing corner 
blocks for four OU touchdowns. Had 
his best day against Missouri. 
Starting at right halfback for the 
first time because of an injury to 
Overstreet, he rushed for a personal 
season high of 78 yards on 10 car- 
ries, including a 55-yard sprint to 
the Tiger five that set up the first 
touchdown. Later he cleared a Mis- 
souri defender to allow Buster 
Rhymes to run 55 yards for the 
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clinching touchdown. Scored a 
touchdown and provided the biggest 
block of all in Nebraska squirmer 
by mowing down the defensive end, 
allowing Rhymes to burst 43 yards 
in Sooners’ last-ditch rally. OU 
scored the winning marker five 
plays later. Caught one pass for 22 
yards during campaign. 


The Winters Record 


Att. Yds. TD 

1979 16 123 2 
1980 79 370 4 
otals 95 493 6 


FULLBACKS 


Stanley 
Wilson 


3 


6-0, 195, Soph., Carson, CA 


Lightning quick out of the start- 
ing blocks. Rushed for 659 yards 
and scored twice in 1980 season. 
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Season's second-busiest back with 
120 carries even though missing 
two full games and part of a third 
with a shoulder bruise. Had the two 
best days of his career at OU 
against Texas and lowa State, In 
the Longhorns battle he rushed for 
172 yards on 24 tries, scoring once 
on a 36-yard spectacular and later 
breaking loose for a 39-yarder to set 
up a field goal. In contest at Ames, 
Wilson raced 53 yards — the 
longest single run of his career — to 
the go-ahead touchdown against 
lowa State. His 91 yards rushing in 
the Nebraska game included a 
20-yard production that saw him 
stopped at the line of scrimmage, 
reverse his field completely, and 
run to the Husker four-yard line to 
set up the first Sooner touchdown of 
the afternoon. Also contributed a 
big play when he pinned a Husker 
defender against the sideline, al- 
lowing Buster Rhymes to race by on 
his 43-yard game-saver in the final 
minutes. Was nominated for Big 
Eight Offensive Player of the Week 
three times. Has returned kickoffs 
during his stay with Oklahoma and 
was the only true freshman to start 
in 1979, finishing with 491 yards on 
the ground and two touchdowns. 
Also scored once in the Orange 
Bowl contest against Florida State 
by giving up five yards to get 
around the corner, then outracing 
everyone to the flag with what offi- 
cially went into the record book as a 
five yard run. Can play halfback 
and started the Kentucky game 
there when injury sidelined David 
Overstreet, 


The Wilson Record 


Att. Yds. TD 
1979 76 491 2 
1980 120 659 2 
Totals 196 1150 4 


Weldon 
Ledbetter 


43 


6-0, 205, Soph., St. Louis, MO 


Probably the fastest fullback on 
the squad. Great determination. 
Coaches hoped to red-shirt him this 
season but early injuries forced 
them to abandon those plans. 
Rushed for 292 yards. Started 
North Carolina and Kansas games 
when injury shelved Stanley Wil- 
son. Responded brilliantly. Ran for 
122 yards on 19 carries against the 
Tar Heels and made the game’s big- 
gest play. In the opening minutes of 
the third quarter, with OU leading 
only 14-7 and faced with a third 
down at its own nine, Ledbetter 
broke a 51-yard run down the west 
sideline to propel Sooners to what 
eventually turned into a romp. He 
gouged out 86 yards in Kansas win 
with a 15-yard burst to the 
Jayhawk two setting up David 
Overstreet’s touchdown on the next 
play. Pulled a hamstring in practice 


the week of the Missouri game and 
missed the final three games of the 
season, Had 189 yards rushing in 
his freshman year. Coaches feel he 
could start for most any team in the 
country and are seriously consider- 
ing red-shirting him in 1981 be- 
cause of his future potentil. 


The Ledbetter Record 


Att. Yds. TD 
1979 37 189 1 
1980 58 292 0 
Totals 95 481 1 


KICKER 


Michael 
Keeling 


y 


6-3, 195, Soph., Dallas, TX 


Will handle all of OU's punting, 
extra-point and field-goal assign- 
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ments and kickoff duties. Soccer- 
style kicker who place kicks 
barefooted and punts with his shoe 
on. Scored 54 points in 1980 on 45 of 
49 extra points and three of eight 
field goals. Two of his field goals 
came against Texas, one a 
43-yarder, the longest of his career, 
and the other good for 21 yards. 
Also hit a 35-yard field goal in Mis- 
souri test. Averaged 41.5 on 51 
punts. His longest was a career high 
of 72 yards against Iowa State. Also 
had a 58-yard punt in Texas game; 
a 70-yarder against Kansas; and 
one good for 66 yards against Neb- 
raska. Was a perfect 32 for 32 in the 
PAT department in 1979, adding 
six of eight field goal tries. He also 
booted a 24-yard three-pointer 
against Florida State in the Orange 
Bowl. 


The Keeling Record 


FG PAT Pts. 

1979 6-8 32-32 50 
1980 3-8 45-49 54 
Totals 9-16 77-81 104 
Punts Yds. Avg. 

1979 32 1340 41.9 
1980 51 2116 41.5 
Totals 83 3456 41.6 


DEFENSE 
ENDS 


) 


Got better and better as season 


Orlando 
Flanagan 


6-2, 204. Jr.. Compton, CA 
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Orlando Flanagan 


progressed and when he got his 
chance (through injuries) to play 
regularly he made the most of it, 
Totaled 57 tackles during season, 
including five for 33 yards in losses, 
Also intercepted two passes, both 
against Kansas. Had his best day 
against Nebraska with 10 tackles, 
five of which were unassisted. Ex- 
tremely quick, Flanagan came from 
the deepest part of the pre-season 
depth chart to be a vital part of the 
OU defense. He wasn't even as- 
signed a number in the summer but 
through early fall drills he estab- 
lished himself to be the prospect 
coaches thought he was when they 
recruited him out of Long Beach 
Junior College in California. 
Proved to be an excellent blocker on 
punt and kickoff return teams. Was 
the only one of the top 55 Sooners 
not to have his name stitched across 
the back of his jersey. A misspelling 
forced the return of his name patch 
and as a result his only identifica- 
tion was his number. 


Steve 
Whaley 


ay | 


6-3, 215, Jr., Cleveland, OK 


Secured a starting position in 
spring training and never relin- 
quished it. Came back in the fall 15 
pounds heavier and became an ex- 
cellent terminal by season's end. 
Totaled 76 tackles, 25 of which were 
unassisted. He was the second lead- 
ing tackler of the down-front five. 
He had two tackles for seven yards 
in losses, broke up two passes and 
intercepted one, Missed the Mis- 
souri game because of an ankle in- 
jury. Versatile athlete who started 
at both ends during the season. His 
best game was an 11-tackle effort 
against Texas. He also had a fine 
day in the Iowa State affair with six 
stops. Had five unassisted and one 
assisted tackle against Stanford, 
breaking up a pass as well. His 
interception came against Kansas 
State. Was a valuable member of 


the special teams in 1979. Red- 
shirted in 1978. 


The Whaley Record 


Total Tackles 

tackles for losses 

1979 9 1-10 
1980 76 2-7 

Totals 85 -17 


88 Michael 
Weddington 


6-2, 230, Soph., Temple, TX 


Converted tight end who became 
a premier defender. Good foot ath- 
lete with a lot of range. Viewed by 
coaches as a potential superior 
player, Had 28 unassisted tackles to 
go along with 29 assists for a total of 
57. Two of his stops were for six 
yards in losses. Had one pass inter- 
ception. Broke his hand in the Kan- 
sas game and didn’t play again. 
Should be ready for the Orange 
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Bowl. Totaled six tackles in the 
Stanford loss and six more against 
Texas, including one sack and an 
interception. Played back-up tight 
end as a freshman in 1979, catching 
one pass for 18 yards, Excellent 
blocker who was used in short yar- 
dage situations. Because of his ver- 
satility, coaches are toying with the 
idea of moving him back to tight 
end for 1981. 


DOWN LINEMEN 


Scott 
Dawson 


/ 


6-2, 255, Jr., Shawnee, OK 


Fierce competitor with intense 
desire. Can run a 4.7 or 4.8 in the 
40-yard dash. Has ability to play at 
either tackle as well as nose guard. 
Alternated most of the year with 
Keith Gary at left tackle, Finished 
the season with 45 tackles, 28 of 
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them unassisted. Led the team in 
the number of tackles for losses 
with seven. Had a big day against 
Stanford with 10 tackles including 
three sacks for 16 yards in losses. 
Registered five stops plus a sack in 
the Colorado game. Against Kan- 
sas, Dawson came up with only four 
tackles but two of them resulted in 
KU losses. Displayed great hustle 
in Nebraska contest by racing 
downfield and killing a punt on the 
‘Husker one-yard line. Played 
backup in 1979. Red-shirted in 
1978. 


The Dawson Record 


Total Tackles 

Tackles for losses 

1977 3 0 
1978 Red Shirt 

1979 23 2-12 

1980 45 7-31 

Totals 71 9-43 


John 
Blake 


9() 


6-0, 250, Soph., Sand Springs, OK 


Shared playing time with John- 
nie Lewis at nose guard. Probably 
had the best spring and made the 
most improvement of anyone on the 
squad. Was named the outstanding 
lineman in the annual Varsity- 
Alumni game. Very strong. Can 
bench press 420 pounds. Has 4.7 
speed. Made 43 tackles this past 
season, five of them for 25 yards in 
losses. His best day was against 
Missouri with seven tackles, six of 
which he needed no help on. He also 
got one stop behind the line of 


John Blake 


scrimmage for a three-yard loss. 
Started the final game of the year 
against Oklahoma State. Played 
briefly in 1979, being credited with 
six tackles. 


) 


6-3, 250, Sr, Washington, DC 


Keith 
Gary 


Called the most physical lineman 
since Lee Roy Selmon. Was named 
the Big Eight Defensive Newcomer 
of the Year in 1979. Transfer from 
Ferrum (Va.) Junior College. Was 
scheduled to be red-shirted a year 
ago but was so impressive in spring 
and early fall drills the coaches felt 
he must play in order to give the 
defensive unit some quality help. 
Came on strong the last part of 1980 
after being hampered by a knee in- 
jury earlier in the season. Split time 
with Scott Dawson at left tackle. 
Recorded 47 tackles in 1980, 29 of 
which were unassisted. Gary had 
five tackles for losses of 30 yards 


Keith Gary 


and broke up two passes. Began the 
season with eight tackles and a sack 
against Kentucky. He came up with 
two sacks of Stanford's great passer, 
John Elway. His seven stops in 
Kansas game were second high on 
the team that day. Also halted a 
Jayhawk runner for a five-yard 
loss. Had a big day in title clash 
with Nebraska, making 11 tackles, 
one for four yards in losses, Re- 
corded seven tackles in the Orange 
Bowl game a year ago, 


The Gary Record 


Total Tackles 

Tackles for Losses 

1979 86 10-56 

1980 47 5-30 

Totals 133 15-86 
Johnnie 


) 


6-1, 225, Jr., Carol City, FL 


Lewis 
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Johnnie Lewis 


Started most of the season at nose 
guard. Strong and aggressive. 
Fierce competitor. Chases the ball 
extremely well. Is capable of mak- 
ing the big play with his speed but 
still has strength to control the line 
of scrimmage as well. Experience in 
disciplining himself and his as- 
signments has made him one of the 
better nose guards in the confer- 
ence, Had a great season with 76 
tackles, a whopping 49 of which 
were unassisted. He also recovered 
two fumbles. Had a simply fabulous 
day against Nebraska with 14 unas- 
sisted tackles to go along with three 
assists. Teamed with Mike Coast to 
make a brilliant stand when Ne- 
braska went for a fourth-and-two 
from the Sooners’ seven-yard line in 
the final period. Lewis beat his 
block and plugged the hole while 
Coast hit Jarvis Redwine high to 
stop the play for no gain. Lewis was 
named Big Eight Defensive Player 
of the Week and Associated Press 
National Lineman of the Week for 
his play in the Husker game. Made 
10 tackles against Kentucky; had 
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five stops and recovered two fum- 
bles in annual war with Texas; got 
six tackles against Kansas State; 
and five vs lowa State. A part-time 
starter in 1979, Lewis made 70 
tackles. He also returned a fumble 
60 yards for a touchdown against 
Rice. 


The Lewis Record 


Total Tackles Fumb. 
Tackles forlosses Recov. 
1978 20 2-10 0 
1979 70 11-47 2 
1980 76 l- 1 2 
otals 16) - 


Richard 
Turner 


9 


6-1, 244, Sr., Edmond, OK 


Unanimous all-conference selec- 
tion. OU's top defensive lineman. 
Had a superb senior season. Best 
technique player in the defensive 


line. Has led the defensive line in 
tackles two years in a row. Totaled 
101 this past season, 63 of which 
were unassisted, He also made six 
tackles for losses of 26 yards, broke 
up one pass and blocked a field goal 
attempt. Coaches say he always 
plays well and doesn't have bad 
games. Versatile athlete who has 
started at both tackles as well as 
nose guard during his career at OU. 
Helped keep Texas at bay with 11 
tackles against the Longhorns in- 
cluding one sack. Made six stops in 
North Carolina clash. Had a 
phenomenal performance when the 
Sooners played at Iowa State, total- 
ing 20 tackles, 15 unassisted and 
two for seven yards in losses. He was 
named Big Eight Defensive Player 
of the Week for his showing against 
the Cyclones. He was nominated for 
the honor again for a performance 
against Kansas that included 10 
tackles, eight unassisted and one 
for a seven-yard loss. He had six 
stops, including an eight-yard sack, 
in the Oklahoma State finale. He 
totaled 12 tackles in last year's 
Orange Bowl victory including a 
crucial 12-yard sack ofthe Florida 
State quarterback. 


The Turner Record 


Total Tackles Fumb. 
Tackles for losses Recov. 
1977 18 3-16 1 
1978 29 0-0 1 
1979 94 7-48 0 
1980 101 6-26 0 
Totals 242 16-90 2 


LINEBACKERS 


Mike 
Coast 


48 


511, 208, Sr., Bartlesville, OK 


A very tough, physical player 
who grabbed a starting job in the 
spring and never let go. Not as fast 
as coaches would like but desire and 
experience helped him do the job in 
more-than-adequate fashion. Was 
the leading tackler among the line- 
backing corps with 111, 52 of which 
were unassisted. He also had two 
tackles for 10 yards in losses and 
broke up two passes. Made eight 
tackles in season's opener against 
Kentucky. Had seven more includ- 
ing one sack in Stanford test, Hada 
fine day against Iowa State with 15 
tackles, an impressive 10 of which 
were unassisted. Had an even bet- 
ter day when Sooners hosted Mis- 
souri. He totaled 16 stops which 
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earned him and OU's other line- 
backer, Mike Reilly, the nomina- 
tion for Big Eight Co-Defensive 
Players of the Week. In Nebraska 
white-knuckler, Coast garnered 11 
more tackles and teamed with nose 
guard Johnnie Lewis to stop 
"Husker tailback, Jarvis Redwine, 
on a fourth-and-two try from the 
Sooner seven-yard line. Missed the 
Kansas State game because of a 
shoulder injury. Played backup to 
George Cumby in 1979. 


The Coast Record 


Total Tackles 

Tackles for losses 

1977 3 0 
1978 25 0 
1979 21 0 
1980 111 2-10 
Totals 160 2-10 


Mike 
Reilly 


50) 


6-3, 225, Jr., Miami, FL 


Surge at the end of the season 
made him one of the best line- 
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backers in the Big Eight. Came to 
OU as a defensive end but made the 
conversion to linebacker in 1979. 
Had 92 tackles in 1980 even though 
missing three games because of a 
suspension. Six of his tackles were 
for 19 yards in losses. Reilly also in- 
tercepted a pass and recovered a 
fumble. Coming back to the lineup 
as a starter in the North Carolina 
game, he totaled six, six, 19, 22 and 
seven tackles in the last five games. 
He was awesome in Missouri and 
Nebraska showdowns. Along with 
linebacking partner, Mike Coast, 
Reilly was nominated for Big Eight 
Co-Defensive Player of the Week 
following the MU contest. Coach 
Barry Switzer praised him, saying 
his work at covering the backs out 
of the backfield was outstanding as 
the Sooners held a potent Tiger of- 
fense to just one touchdown. A week 
later at Lincoln, he was even more 
impressive. Not only did he total 22 
tackles, the highest number for a 
single game all season, but twice 
made solo hits to stop Nebraska 
backs on third and fourth down 
short-yardage situations, neither of 
which the Huskers made. Reilly 
and nose guard Johnnie Lewis were 
named Co-Big Eight Defensive 
Players of the Week for their efforts 
in the Nebraska game. Intercepted 
a pass against Oklahoma State but 
injured an ankle on the return. 
Should be fine for the Orange Bowl 
game. Red-shirted in 1978. 


The Reilly Record 


Total Tackles 

Tackles for losses 

1977 3 0 
1978 Red Shirt 

1979 23 0 

1980 92 6-19 

Totals 118 6-19 


DEFENSIVE 
BACKS 


1 A Jay 
Jimerson 


5-9, 180, Sr., Norman, OK 


One of the most intelligent 
players on the Sooner squad. A 1978 
second team All-Big Eight choice 
and four times on the conference's 
All-Academic team. Very aggres- 
sive. Successfully made the switch 
from quarterback, where he played 
as a freshman, to defensive secon- 
dary. Can play (and has) every posi- 
tion in the defensive backfield. In- 
jured an ankle in pre-season and sat 
out the first three games. Came 
back against Texas and intercepted 
a pass on the game's second play. 
Also broke up a pass and made two 
solo tackles in the same game. Had 
21 unassisted and 11 assisted tack- 


les in 1980. Made four stops for 21 
yards in losses. Intercepted two pas- 
ses and broke up three more. Did 
double duty for a while as a punt 
returner. Notched 52 yards in car- 
rying back six punts including the 
longest return of the season, a 
39-yarder in the Iowa State game. 
Recorded two sacks against Kansas 
State while playing cornerback. 
Also intercepted a pass against the 
Wildcats and made five tackles. 
Started at strong safety against 
Nebraska and free safety in last 
game vs Oklahoma State. Will 
probably get the nod at free safety 
again in the Orange Bowl. As a 
freshman, while playing quarter- 
back, he rushed for 136 yards, pas- 
sed for 27 and scored two touch- 
downs. Son of Don Jimerson, OU 
assistant athletic director. 


The Jimerson Record 


Total Tackles 
Tackles for loss 


Int. Fumb. 
Rec. 


1977 10 0 0 0 
1978 42 0 3 3 
1979 21 0 1 1 
1980 32 4-21 2 0 
Totals 105 4-21 6 4 
Darrell 


l 


6-0, 185, Soph., New Orleans, LA 


Songy 


Became one of the best defensive 
backs in the conference by the end 
of the season, Coaches feel he will 
be All-America caliber by the time 
he finishes. Plays cornerback for 
the Sooners now but has ability to 
play either safety position in an 
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Darrell Songy 


emergency. Aggressive and tough. 
Coach Switzer said Songy has a 
chance to be the best run-support 
defensive back the Sooners have 
had in quite some time. Tied for the 
lead in tackles among defensive 
backs with 32. He intercepted 
two passes, broke up six more and 
recovered three fumbles. Was also 
used as the short man on punt re- 
turns and fair caught a number of 
kicks during the season, Recovered 
a fumble against Texas. Had six 
tackles in Iowa State game. Biggest 
day was against North Carolina as 
he was nominated for Big Eight De- 
fensive Player of the Week for his 
work which included an intercep- 
tion to kill an opening Tar Heel 
drive. Songy picked off the errant 
toss at the Sooner 14-yard line and 
returned it 28 yards to get OU out of 
the hole. Had three tackles and an 
interception against Missouri. He 
had another pass interception and 
recovered a fumble at the OU one- 
yard line late in the Nebraska game 
to blunt an NU scoring threat, out- 
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fighting three Cornhuskers to come 
up with the vital turnover. 


The Songy Record 


Total Tackles Int. Fumb. 

tackles for loss Rec. 
1979 7 0 0 0 
1980 32 0 2 3 
Totals 39 0 2 3 


Basil 
Banks 


17 


5-11, 177, Sr, Galveston, TX 


Versatile member of the OU sec- 
ondary who has excelled in a 
number of areas. Led the defensive 
backs in tackles in 1978 and was 
second in 1979. Finished the 1979 
season ranked second in the nation 
in punt returns. Had a 59-yard re- 
turn in the Orange Bowl. Can play 
all four secondary positions if 
needed although he has been a 
cornerback throughout his career at 


OU. Injuries severely hampered his 
effectiveness in 1980. Banks missed 
three games altogether and saw li- 
mited action in a number of others 
because of a knee problem. Finished 
the season with 28 tackles, 22 of 
which were unassisted. He totaled 
two stops for nine yards in losses, 
intercepted one pass and broke up 
two others. Returned 12 punts for 
78 yards with a 28-yarder against 
Kentucky his longest. Recorded 
seven tackles against Stanford and 
added five more in Texas battle. 
Had two stops and a pass intercep- 
tion during limited playing time at 
Iowa State. Came back to start the 
final two games of the year at left 
corner and played well. 


The Banks Record 


Total Tackles Int. Fumb. 


tackles for loss Rec. 
1977 9 0 2 0 
1978 60 0 1 2 
1979 50 2-3 0 0 
1980 28 2-9 1 0 
Totals 147 4-12 4 ) 


Ken 
Sitton 


18 


63, 200, Sr., Marshall, TX 


Transfer from Navarro (Texas) 
Junior College last season. Was the 
fourth-leading tackler in the secon- 
dary a year ago. A very valuable 
member of the OU secondary who 
was plagued by injury this past sea- 
son, missing one game completely 
and being severely hampered in 


ia - 
Ken Sitton 
several others. Had 29 tackles, re- 
corded one sack, intercepted one 
pass, broke up two others and reco- 
vered one tumble. Made five stops 
in Texas game. Had five more 
againt North Carolina including 
what may have been the best defen- 
sive play by a back all season when 
he raced completely across the field, 
tackling the Tar Heels’ Amos Lawr- 
ence to halt what appeared to be a 
touchdown run. Sitton made the 
tackle on the Sooner 14 after Lawr- 
ence had covered 62 yards. OU in- 
tercepted a pass on the next play 
making Sitton’s effort even more 
important. Intercepted a pass in the 
OSU contest. Should start at strong 
safety in the Orange Bowl. 


The Sitton Record 


Total Tackles 
tackles for loss 


Int. Fumb. 
Rec. 


1979 29 4-23 2 1 
1980 29 1-1 1 1 
Totals 58 5-24 3 2 
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2? ) Gary 
Lowell 


6-0, 188, Soph., Sherman, TX 


Proved to be a valuable backup 
during the 1980 season. Started 
some games and did well. Led the 
team in interceptions with four. 
Had 21 tackles including two for 14 
yards in losses. Also broke up one 
pass. Played strong safety when Sit- 
ton was injured, Had four tackles 
against Stanford. Intercepted two 
passes against Colorado, returning 
them for a total of 49 yards. Inter- 
cepted a pass in the Iowa State 
game, bringing it back 15 yards. 
Played well against Nebraska with 
four tackles. Picked off a North 
Carolina pass and returned it 12 
yards. Red-shirted in 1979. 


The Lowell Record 


Total Tackles Int. 
Tackles for losses 
1978 Yi 0 0 
1979 Red Shirt 
1980 21 2-14 4 


Totals 28 2-14 4 
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Byron 
Paul 


2 


6-1, 192, Jr., Altus, OK 


Starter at cornerback most of the 
season. Had 17 tackles, 11 of them 
the unassisted variety. He also re- 
corded one sack, intercepted two 
passes and broke up one more. 
Earned a starting job as a freshman 
in the fall of 1977 only to be injured 
prior to the opening game. Was 
red-shirted that year but came back 
to pick up 24 tackles in 1978. Played 
sparingly last season due to depth 
in defensive secondary but logged 
as much playing time as anyone in 
1980. Intercepted a pass in each of 
the first two games. Played steadily 
all year. 

The Paul Record 


Total Tackles Int. 
Tackles for losses 
1977 Red-Shirt 
1978 24 1-4 
1979 9 0 1 
1980 17 1-1 2 
Totals 50 2-5 3 


rr ssssssssssessssnsssssneeeeeeeee=-———— 


1980 Oklahoma Roster 
(Alphabetical) 


31 Anderson, Allen, DB, 6-0, 180, Fr., San Bernadino, CA 
17 ***Banks, Basil, DB, 5-11, 180, Sr., Galveston, TX 
51 *Bechtold, Bill, C, 6-4, 240, Jr., Midwest City, OK 
38 Benson, Thomas, LB, 6-2, 190, Fr., Ardmore, OK 
90 “Blake John, NG, 6-0, 250, So., Sand Springs, OK 
47 Breathett, Sherdeill, LB, 6-0, 215, Jr., Kankakee, IL 
80 Bryan, Rick, TE, 6-42, 230, Fr., Coweta, OK 
74 Burks, Brent, OT, 6-7, 235, Fr., Talala, OK 

11 Byars, Ricki, QB, 5-9, 180, Fr., LaPorte, TX 
79 “Byford, Lyndle, OT, 6-5, 280, Jr., Duncan, OK 
69 *Carner, Jim, OG, 6-4, 275, Sr., Tulsa, OK 
48 **Coast, Mike, LB, 5-11, 208, Sr., Bartlesville, OK 
30 “Coleman, Royce, FB, 6-0, 195, So., Plainview, TX 
71 Coshow, Larry, C, 6-1, 238, Sr., Pauls Valley, OK 
86 Cross, Rickey, TE, 6-3, 225, Sr., Rockwall, TX 
75 “Crouch, Terry, OG, 6-1, 275, Jr., Dallas, TX 
61 “Culver, Ed, OT, 6-3, 275, Jr., Tahlequah, OK 
78 “*Dawson, Scott, DT, 6-2, 255, Jr., Shawnee, OK 

S Delozier, Brown, DB, 5-11, 178, Fr., Garland, TX 
13 Dillard, Phillip, DB, 5-11, 185, So., Texarkana, AR 
59 Dillingham, David, C, 6-5, 220, Fr., Tulsa, OK 
67 Dodd, Sidney, OT, 6-6, 268, Fr., Los Angeles, CA 
33 Drane, Dwight, DB, 6-1, 195, Fr., Miami, FL 
74 Ferguson, Glenn, OT, 6-5, 255, So., Owasso, OK 
72 Fields, Troy, OG, 6-4, 225, Fr., Miami, FL 
53 Flanagan, Orlando, DE, 6-2, 204, Jr., Compton, CA 
39 Flemons, Tommy, NG, 6-3, 220, Fr., Altus, OK 
44 Fontenette, Johnny, TE, 6-0, 205, So., St. Martinville, LA 
92 “Gary, Keith, DT, 6-3, 250, Sr., Washington, DC 
46 Goodlow, Daryl, DE, 6-2, 215, So., Maplewood, MO 
77 Graham, Elbert, OT, 6-3, 275, So., Greenville, TX 
12 “Grayson, Bobby, SE, 5-9, 178, Jr., Beggs, OK 
21 Hall, Brian, DB, 6-2, 190, Fr., Houston, TX 

6 “Haworth, Steve, DB, 5-11, 178, So., Durant, OK 

9 “Hoge, John, K, 5-10, 195, So., Dallas, TX 
67 Hubble, Rocky, DT, 6-2, 240, Jr., Medina, TX 

15 ***Jimerson, Jay, DB, 5-9, 180, Sr., Norman, OK 
62 “Jones, Jim, DT, 6-5, 224, Sr., Turpin, OK 
42 **Joyner, Barry, FB, 6-1, 215, Sr., Killeen, TX 
99 “Keeling, Michael, P-K, 6-3, 195, So., Dallas, TX 
60 “Key, Don, OG, 6-2, 250, So., Pasadena, TX 
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Ledbetter, Jerome, HB, 5-10%, 187, Fr., Muskogee, OK 
“Ledbetter, Weldon, FB, 6-0, 205, So., St. Louis, MO 
**Lewis, Johnnie, NG, 6-1, 225, Jr., Carol City, FL 
“Lowell, Gary, DB, 6-0, 188, So., Sherman, TX 
***Lucky, Mark, C, 5-11, 240, Sr., Rosenberg, TX 
**McKim, Jay, SE, 5-11, 194, Sr., Denver, CO 
Newland. Scott. DE, 6-2. 196, Fr., Jenks, OK 
**Qubre, Louis, OT, 6-4, 255, Sr., New Orleans, LA 
***Overstreet, David, HB, 5-11, 190, Sr., Big Sandy, TX 
**Paul, Byron, DB, 6-1, 192, Jr., Altus, OK 
*Pegues, Rod, QB, 5-11, 190, So., Gainesville, TX 
**Phelps, Kelly, QB, 5-10, 185, Jr., Oklahoma City, OK 
**Reilly, Mike, LB, 6-3, 225, Jr., Miami, FL 
***Rhodes, Steve, SE, 6-0, 191, Sr., Dallas, TX 
Rhymes, George, HB, 6-3, 195, Fr., Miami, FL 
Rockford, Jim, QB-SE, 5-10, 160, Fr., Springfield, IL 
Royster, Mark, SE, 6-2, 170, Fr., Wichita, KS 
Samuels, Miguel, DB, 5-11, 179, Fr., Lawton, OK 
“Sanders, Jerry, LB, 6-1, 219, So., South Garland, TX 
Shepard, Darrell, QB, 5-11, 180, Jr., Odessa, TX 
Shipp, Jackie, LB, 6-3, 195, Fr., Stillwater, OK 
*Sitton, Ken, DB, 6-3, 200, Sr., Marshall, TX 
*Songy, Darrell, OB, 6-0, 185, So., New Orleans, LA 
Summers, Terry, DT, 6-2, 230, Fr., Ada, OK 
Thomas, Chuck, C, 6-3, 230, Fr., Houston, TX 
Thurman, Phillip, DT, 6-3¥%2, 230, Fr., Sherman, TX 
Truitt, John, LB, 6-3, 205, Fr., Carson, CA 
***Turner, Richard, OT, 6-2, 255, Sr., Edmond, OK 
Tynes, Jack, OG, 6-3, 270, So., Highland, Park, TX 
***Valora, Forrest, TE, 6-0, 233, Sr., Phoenix, AZ 
Walker, Barrion, DB, 5-11, 180, Fr., LaPorte, TX 
Ward, Allen, FB, 6-2, 197, Fr., Bellville, TX 
**Watts, J. C., QB, 5-11, 193, Sr., Eufaula, OK 
Weddington, Darrell, HB, 5-10, 175, Fr., Temple, TX 
"Weddington, Mike, DE, 6-2, 230, So., Temple, TX 
“Whaley, Steve, DE, 6-3, 210, Jr., Cleveland, OK 
“Williams, Jeff, LB, 6-1, 230, Jr., Lakewood, CO 
*Williams, Steve, OG, 6-2, 268, So., Lakewood, CO 
Williams, Troy, OB, 5-10, 166, So., Midwest City, OK 
Wilson, Danny, NG, 6-0, 225, Fr., Sherman, TX 
“Wilson, Stantey, FB, 6-0, 195, So., Carson, CA 
“Winters, Chet, HB, 6-0, 190, So., Jacksonville, AR 
“Young, Herbert, HB, 5-11, 200, So., Garland, TX 


“Number of letters earned 
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1980 Oklahoma Roster 
(Numerical) 


OONOn SOM — 


— 
no — 


ss 
as 


16 


Watts, J. C. QB 
Rockford, Jim QB-SE 
Walker, Barrion DB 
Rhymes, George RB 
Delozier, Brown DB 
Haworth, Steve DB 
Phelps, Kelly DB 
Shepard, Darrell QB 
Hoge, John K 


Byars, Rickie QB 
Grayson, Bobby SE 


Pegues, Rod QB 
Jimerson, Jay DB 
Songy, Darrell DB 
Banks, Basil DB 
Sitton, Ken DB 
Samuels, Miguel DB 
Ledbetter, Jerome RB 
Hall, Brian DB 
Overstreet, David HB 
Young, Herbert HB 
Rhodes, Steve SE 
Lowell, Gary DB 
Royster, Mark SE 
Paul, Bryon DB 
Ward, Allen FB 


Coleman, Royce FB 
Anderson, Allen DB 
Wilson, Stanley FB 
Orane, Dwight DB 
Weddington, Darrell HB 
McKim, Jay SE 
Williams, Jeff LB 
Williams, Troy DB 
Benson, Thomas LB 
Flemons, Tommy NG 
Winters, Chet HB 
Truitt, John LB 


86 
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Joyner, Barry FB 
Ledbetter, Weldon FB 
Fontenette, Johnny TE 
Sanders, Jerry LB 
Goodlow, Dary! DE 
Breathett, Sherdeill LB 
Coast, Mike LB 

Shipp, Jackie LB 
Reilly, Mike LB 


Bechtold, Bill C 
Lucky, Mark C 
Flanagan, Orlando DE 


Whaley, Steve DE 
Dillingham, David C 
Key, Don OG 
Culver, Ed OT 
Jones, Jim DT 


Summers, Terry DT 
Tynes, Jack OG 
Oubre, Louis OT 
Dodd, Sidney OT 


Carner, Jim OG 


Coshow, Larry C 
Fields, Troy OG 
Thomas, Chuck C 
Burks, Brent OT 
Crouch, Terry OG 
Williams, Steve OG 
Graham, Elbert OT 
Dawson, Scott DT 
Bytord, Lyndie OT 
Bryan, Rick TE 
Newland, Scott DE 
Valora, Forrest TE 


Cross, Rickey TE 


88 Weddington, Mike DE 95 Lewis, Johnnie NG 


96 Turner Richard DT 
90 Blake, John NG 


91 Thurman, Phillip DT 98 Wilson, Danny NG 
92 Gary, Keith DT 99 Keeling, Michael P-K 


a 


STREET WISE. Senior halfback David Overstreet provided key 
leadership in OU’s drive to the Big Eight title. Overstreet led the 
Sooners in rushing and was among the national leaders in aver- 
age yards per carry. 
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PRONUNCIATION GUIDE 


Bill Bechtold (BECK-told) 
Sherdeill Breathett (sureDELL breathETT . . . rhymes with wet) 
Lyndle Byford (LYNdull. . . rhymes with spindle . . . BYford) 
Brown Delozier (deLOzure . . . rhymes with enclosure) 
4 Johnny Fontenette (fawn-teh-net) 
3 Daryl Goodlow (GOODIow) 
9 John Hoge (rhymes with vogue) 
} Louis Oubre (OOB-ray . . . OOB rhymes with tube) 
Rod Pegues (pah-GEESE) 
5 Darrell Songy (sawn-GEE, as in gee-whiz!) 
Forrest Valora (vah-LAURA) 
Steve Whaley (rhymes with gaily) 


“a, Vane 


ALL CONFERENCE. Defensive tackle Richard Turner, a unanim- 
ous all-conference selection, shows why with this sack of a 
Texas running back. 
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COACHING STAFF 


Head Coach Barry Switzer 


Barry Switzer is college football's 
winningest coach. His record is 
82-9-2, the best in the nation for 
those coaching five years or more. 
His teams have never finished out 
of the Top 10 in the national rank- 
ings. He has directed the Univer- 
sity of Oklahoma to two national 
championships, has won four of five 
bow! games, and has won or shared 
the Big Eight title every year since 
he took over as head coach in 1973. 

Additionally, he has piled up 
some impressive personal honors, 
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s+" 
These include being named Coach 
of the Year by the Walter Camp 
Football Foundation, Big Eight 
Conference Coach of the Year, 
NCAA District Five Coach of the 
Year, and other Coach of the Year 
awards from the Washington Pigs- 
kin Club, Football News, The Sport- 
ing News, Playboy Magazine, the 
Associated Press and United Press 
International. 

Under his direction, the Sooners 
won 28 games in a row and, from 
1973 to 1975, went 37 games with- 


out a loss. When they won their sec- 
ond national championship follow- 
ing the 1975 season, it marked the 
first time in history a team had won 
back-to-back titles more than once. 

Switzer's first team (1973) was 
unbeaten and ranked third in the 
final polls. In 1974, the Sooners had 
a perfect 11-0 record and were 
named national champions. They 
also led the nation in total offense 
(507.7), rushing (438.8) and scoring 
(43 points per game). They permit- 
ted opponents an average of only 8.4 
points, 131 yards rushing and 231.5 
total offense, all tops in the Big 
Eight. 

In 1975, OU won its second con- 
secutive national championship fol- 
lowing a 14-6 win over Michigan in 


the Orange Bowl. In 1976, Switzer 
molded a young, inexperienced 
team into championship caliber, and 
after some rough moments in the 
middle of the season, the Sooners 
roared to another Big Eight crown 
and a trip to the Fiesta Bowl where 
they pounded Wyoming, 41-7. OU 
led the nation in rushing again in 
1977 (328.9) and took the Big Eight 
title into the Orange Bowl. In 1978, 
OU ted the national collegiate 
statistics in rushing (4,709) and 
scoring (440 points) and was second 
in total offense on the way to a 
fourth straight bowl game, another 
Orange Bowl victory, this time over 
Nebraska, 31-24. Switzer’s 1979 
squad overcame inexperience in the 
offensive line to post another con- 
ference championship and finish 
second in the nation in rushing and 
scoring. They capped the year with 
24-7 win over Florida State in the 
Orange Bow] and a ranking of third 
in the final wire service polls. His 
best coaching job was probably the 
one he did with his 1980 team. 


Faced with more injuries than in 
previous years plus a slow start 
which saw the Sooners lose two of 
their first four games, Switzer and 
his staff slowly but surely put the 
pieces together for stil] another con- 
ference champion. 

Switzer was born in Crossett, 
Arkansas, October 5, 1937. He 
was graduated from Crossett High 
School in 1955 and from the Uni- 
versity of Arkansas with a B.A. in 
Business Administration in 1960. 
While at Arkansas, he played 
center and linebacker for the 1957, 
‘58 and '59 teams and was elected 
captain in his senior year. That also 
was the year Arkansas was South- 
west Conference champion and 
Gator Bow] winner. 

After serving in the Army one 
year (1961), Switzer returned to 
Arkansas as coach of the "B” team. 
In 1962 and 63, he coached the “B” 
team and scouted for the Razor- 
backs. In 1964 and ’65 he took 
charge of the offensive ends and, in 
1966, came to Oklahoma as offen- 
sive line coach under Jim Macken- 
zie. When Chuck Fairbanks became 
head coach following Mackenzie’s 
death in April 1967, Switzer was 
named offensive co-ordinator. In 
1970 he took on the additional re- 
sponsibilities of assistant head 
coach. He completed his journey to 
the top when he accepted the posi- 
tion of head coach early in 1973. 

Switzer is married to the former 
Kay McCollum of Stuttgart, Arkan- 
sas, They have three children: Greg, 
born October 5, 1968; Kathy, born 
September 6, 1969; and Doug, born 
September 27, 1972. 

His hobbies include fishing and 
golf. He is a member of the Baptist 
church. He is listed in “Who’s Who 
In America” (Marquis, Inc. 1980). 
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Merv Johnson 
Asst. Head Coach 
Offensive Line 


Periop at OKkLAHoMA—Came to 


OU, Jan. 25, 1979, from Notre 
Dame where he had served as assis- 
tant head coach and offensive co- 
ordinator. 
Responsipitity—Assistant head 
coach in charge of the offensive line. 
Previous CoacuInc EXPERIENCE 
— High School: None. Collegiate: 
Graduate assistant coach, Univer- 
sity of Arkansas, 1958-59; assistant 
coach, University of Missouri, 
1960-61; offensive line coach, Uni- 
versity of Arkansas, 1962-1970; de- 
fensive co-ordinator, University of 
Arkansas, 1971-72; offensive co- 
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ordinator, University of Arkansas, 
1973-74; assistant head coach and 
offensive co-ordinator, Notre Dame, 
1975-78. 

Pirayinc Experience — High 
School: Earned four letters in foot- 
ball and two each in basketball and 
track at King City, Missouri, dur- 
ing a career that spanned 1950 
through 1953, He made all state as 
a tackle in 1953 and captained his 
football team in his senior year. 
Collegiate: Earned two letters as 
both an offensive and defensive 
tackle in 1956 and 1957 at the Uni- 
versity of Missouri. He was named 
to the all-conference team in 1957. 
Served as co-captain in his senior 
year and played in the Blue-Gray 
all-star game. Was also named to 
the All-Big Seven academic team. 

Personat INroRMATION — Born 
May 16, 1936, King City, Missouri. 
Graduated King City high school, 
1954. Graduated from the Univer- 
sity of Missouri with a B.S. degree 
in 1958. Was named to the “Who's 
Who” of American Colleges and 
Universities in 1957 and 1958. 
Married Cynthia Dew, Mountain 
Home, Arkansas, June 12, 1960. 
Has three children, Janet, born 
Nov. 6, 1964; Jeff, born March 3, 
1968; and Jill, born Sept. 15, 1970. 
Hobbies: fishing, golf, hunting. 
Church: Methodist. 

MISCELLANEOUS — A _ major 
reason for the success of the 1979 
team was the development of a 
young, inexperienced offensive line. 
Johnson inherited only two star- 
ters, one of whom was moved to 
another position, as well as two 
sophomores and a freshman who 
had never played, He molded them 
into a unit that helped the OU of- 
fense finish second in the nation in 
both rushing and scoring. 


Galen Hall 
Offense 
Co-ordinator 


Periop aT OKLANHOMA—Assumed 
his new position when Barry Swit- 
zer replaced Chuck Fairbanks, Feb. 
1, 1973. Possesses one of the most 
inventive offensive minds in foot- 
ball. Served as receiver coach at 
Oklahoma for seven years after 
joining the staff in 1966. Came from 
West Virginia where he coached the 
backs and ends. 

RESPONSIBILITY—offensive co- 
ordinator in charge of offensive 
backs. 

Previous CoAcHING EXPERIENCE 
— High School: none. Collegiate: 
1964-65 coached offensive backfield 
and ends at West Virginia under 
Head Coach Gene Corum. 

Prayinc Experience — High 
School: 1955-56-57 quarterbacked 


Williamsburg, Pa. All-Pennsylvan- 
ia prep quarterback 1957. Also let- 
tered 4 years in basketball and 4 in 
baseball. Collegiate: played 
1959-60-61 for Coach Rip Engle at 
Penn State, starting at quarterback 
last two years. Hall played in three 
bow] games, all won by his team. As 
a sophomore, he passed 19 yards off 
a fake field goal formation for the 
lone touchdown of Penn State’s 7-0 
victory over Alabama in the 1959 
Liberty Bowl. As a junior, he quar- 
terbacked Penn State's 42-19 
triumph over Oregon in the 1960 
Liberty Bowl. As a senior he threw 
three touchdown passes in the 1961 
Gator Bow! during Penn State's 
30-15 romp over Georgia Tech and 
was voted the outstanding player. 
Professional: 1962 quarterback 
with Washington Redskins, 1963 
quarterback with New York Jets. 

Persona INro—born Aug. 14, 
1940 at Altoona, Pa. Graduated 
1958 from Williamsburg, Pa. high 
school. Graduated 1962 with B.S. in 
physical education from Penn State. 
Children: Richard Alan and Kelly 
Jo. Hobby: golf. Church: Lutheran. 

MIScELLANEOus — A good part of 
the credit for Oklahoma's offensive 
successes in the past can be given 
to Hall. During recent years OU 
teams have led the nation in rush- 
ing, scoring and total offense. 

His 1978 OU offense led the na- 
tion in scoring and rushing. His 
1977 team was tops in the country 
in rushing and his team finished 
second in both rushing and scoring 
last year, A bread and butter run- 
ning attack has always been the 
soul of OU offenses but Hall's ability 
to come up with a trick play or a 
bold departure from the norm has 
won such big games as the 1974 
Texas game, the 1976 Orange Bowl 
clash against Michigan, which 
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resulted in a national champion- 
ship, and the 1976 Nebraska con- 
test that gave OU another Big 
Eight title. 

Hall must be credited with the 
development of such quarterbacks 
as Steve Davis, Thomas Lott and J. 
C. Watts, all of whom came into 
their own as leaders under his gui- 
dance. 

He has worked with such All- 
Americans as Joe Washington, 
Elvis Peacock and Billy Sims. 

As a receiver coach he was cre- 
dited with the development of such 
stars as Tinker Owens, Billy 
Brooks, Al Chandler, Eddie Hinton 
and Steve Zabel, all of whom went 
on to prominence in the NFL. 


Rex Norris 
Defense 
Co-ordinator 


Periop at OKLAHOMA—joined 
Sooner staff March 1, 1973. Came 
from Texas A&M where he was 
freshman coach. 

Responsibi_iry—defense 
ordinator. 

Previous CoacHiINnG EXPERIENCE 
— High School: defensive coach 
1964-69 R. L. Turner High School, 
Carrollton, Tex. State AAAA semi- 
finalists 1966. Junior College: 
defensive coach Navarro Junior 
College, Corsicana, Tex., 1970-71 
(1970 11-1, won Wool Bowl). 
Collegiate: freshman line coach 
Texas A&M 1972 (4-1). 

PLtayinc Exprerience—High 
School: Guard-linebacker at San 
Angelo, Tex., under coach Bob Har- 
rell. Junior College: San Angelo 


co- 
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Rex Norris 


Junior College, San Angelo, Tex., 
1958-1960 under coach Max Bum- 
gardner. Collegiate: East Texas 
State at Commerce, Tex., 1961-62 
under coach J. V. "Siki” Sikes. Cap- 
tain East Texas State football team 
1962. Juco All-American at San 
Angelo 1960. Played in Hospital- 
ity Bowl 1960. 

Personat INro—born Dec. 10, 
1939, at Tipton, Ind. Graduated 
1958 from San Angelo high school. 
Graduated 1964 with M.Ed. from 
East Texas State of Commerce. 
Has three children, Whitney Rae 
(15), Rex Jr. (14), and Lisa (10). 
Hobby: golf. Church: Methodist. 
Member of Phi Delta Kappa, honor- 
ary scholastic organization, and 
Kappa Alpha fraternity. 

MisceLLaANgeous— Norris joined 
the Sooner staff in the spring of '73 
and helped develop All-America 
middle guard Lucious Selmon, a 
finalist in the Vince Lombardi vot- 
ing for the best lineman in college 


football. With Lucious in the middle 
and Dewey and Lee Roy at tackles, 
Oklahoma flashed one of the best 
interior lines in the country in ‘73. 

During the 1974 season, Dewey 
and Lee Roy and Jimbo Elrod 
helped the Sooners rank among 
the nation’s best in defense against 
scoring (8.6). 

In 1975 OU's defensive line ruled 
the line of scrimmage all year long. 
The Sooners shut down some of the 
most potent offenses in the nation. 
Lee Roy was awarded both the Out- 
land Trophy and the Vince Lom- 
bardi Award as the nation’s out- 
standing interior lineman. Dewey 
and Elrod were both named to 
numerous All-America teams. 

Norris’ fine 1978 line included 
two-time All-America Reggie Kin- 
law at noseguard (Kinlaw was the 
Chevrolet defensive player of the 
game in 1976 against Texas on na- 
tional TV), and Football News all- 
America Phil Tabor at tackle. 

Last season, because of injury, 
Norris was forced to move personnel 
around to present the best front. 
Again, by the end of the season, the 
Sooners were a superb defensive 
unit. Tackle John Goodman made 
all-Big Eight while another tackle, 
Keith Gary, was named Defensive 
Newcomer of the Year in the Big 
Fight. 


Warren Harper 
Administrative 
Assistant and 
Linebacker Coach 


Periop at Oktanoma — Joined 
Sooner staff Feb. 1, 1968 from 
Amarillo, Tex. high school. 


Warren Harper 


Resvonsipitity — linebacker 
coach and administrative assistant 
to Head Coach Barry Switzer. Coor- 
dinates off-season program, 
weight-lifting and conditioning 
drills, ete. 

Previous Coacuinc EXPERIENCE 
— High School: assistant 1955 at 
Victoria, Tex., 1956-7 at Orange, 
Tex., 1958-9 at Sherman, Tex., 1960 
at Amarillo, Tex. Head coach 1961 
at Sherman, Tex. (7-2-1), 1965-6-7 
at Amarillo, Tex. (8-1-1, 6-4, 10-1), 
Collegiate: 1962 offensive back- 
field coach Texas Western, 1963-4, 
head coach Texas Western. 

PLayinc Expertence—1948-49 
quarterbacked Atlanta, Ga. 
O'Keefe high school under coach H. 
L. Langston. Captained both foot- 
ball and basketball teams. 
Collegiate: 1953-4 quarterbacked 
Austin College to 8-3 and 7-3 sea- 
sons under coach Harry Buffington. 

Persona Into — born April 20, 
1932 at Atlanta, Ga. Graduated 
1950 from Atlanta O'Keefe high 
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school. Graduated 1955 from Austin 
College with B.S, in business ad- 
ministration. Married Nov. 25, 
1955 to Gene Kyle of Sherman, Tex. 
Children: Bobby born Dec. 15, 1956; 
Patty born Sept. 20, 1960. Hobby: 
golf. Church: Methodist. 

Service Data — National Guard 
2'2 years, Air Force. 

MiscELLaNngous — The list of 
linebackers developed by Harper 
looks like a Who’s Who of AIl- 
Americans. Rod Shoate was a three 
year pick and in 1974 was a finalist 
for the Vince Lombardi Award as 
the best lineman in college football. 
Daryl Hunt made a number of All- 
America checklists in both 1977 
and 1978. George Cumby was 
among the nation’s premier backers 
last year after being named All- 
America as a sophomore in 1977. 
Harper also coached Gary Gibbs, 
now in charge of defensive ends for 
OU, all-Big Eight choice Steve 
Aycock, and Steve Casteel, sopho- 
more defensive player of the year in 
the Big Eight in 1968. 


Gary Gibbs 
Defensive Ends 


Periop at OKLANOMA—joined OU 
staff Aug. 21, 1975. 

Resvonsipitity—Defensive end 
coach, formerly assisted with the of- 
fensive line. 

Previous 
1ENCE—High 
Collegiate: none. 

PLAYING EXrERIENCE—High 
School: Linebacker in football 
1968-69 and shortstop in baseball 
1968-69-70 at Spring Branch High 
School, Houston, Tex., under Coach 


EXPER- 
none. 


COACHING 
School: 


58 — ORANGE BOWL SPECIAL 


Gary Gibbs 


Paul Register. Captained the foot- 
ball team in 1969 and baseball in 


1969 and 1970. Collegiate: 
Linebacker at OU under Coach 
Warren Harper, lettering in 


1972-73-74. He was a starter on 
Oklahoma's 1974 team that went 
undefeated and won the national 
championship. 

Persona INro—born Aug. 13, 
1952, in Beaumont, Tex. Graduated 
Spring Branch High School in 
Houston 1970. Received B.S, in 
Marketing in 1975 and Master of 
Business Administration in 1977 
from University of Oklahoma. Mar- 
ried Jeanne E. Uberman of Fort 
Worth, Tex., July 31, 1976. Hob- 
bies: all sports, reading, business 
research. 

MisceL_aNgeous—played his best 
collegiate game against Nebraska 
in 1974, making 19 tackles. The 
game ended in a 28-14 victory for 
the Sooners. Was a free agent with 
the New England Patriots profes- 
sional football club in 1975, 


Bobby Proctor 


Defensive 
Backfield Coach 
Pertop at OKLAHOMA — Joined 


Sooner staff April 17, 1973. 

REsPonsiBi_ity — defensive sec- 
ondary coach. 

Previous Coacuinc ExpeRIENCE 
— High School: none. Collegiate: 
assistant freshman coach at Arkan- 
sas 1955-56, Tennessee 1957- 
58-59-60. Defensive backfield coach 
at Georgia 1961-62-63, Mississippi 
State 1964-65-66, Vanderbilt, 
1967-68-69-70-71-72. His 1972 
Vanderbilt secondary led the nation 
in pass defense, limiting opponents 
to only 80.3 yards per game through 
the air and surrendering only five 
touchdowns all season. Coached 
Barry Switzer as freshman at Uni- 
versity of Arkansas. 

PLayinc Exrertence — High 
School: lettered in football 


1948-49-50 and basketball 1949-50 
at Central High School, Helena, 
Ark. Halfback in football, guard in 
basketball. Captain football 1950. 
Collegiate: Northwest Mississippi 
Junior College at Senatobia, Miss., 
1951-52; University of Arkansas 
1953-54. Halfback and_ blocking 
back. Arkansas team captain 1954. 
Played in 1955 Cotton Bowl game. 

PERSONAL INFO — born Nov. 30, 
1931, Wynne, Ark. Graduated Cen- 
tral High School, Helena, Ark., 
1951. Received B.S. 1955 and M.A. 
1957 from University of Arkansas, 
Marvied Mary Lynn Eubanks, 
Knoxville, Tenn. Children: Johnny, 
born Mar. 29, 1960; Larry, Aug. 7, 
1963; Patrick, Dec. 31, 1970. Hob- 
bies: fishing, hunting, golf, bridge. 
Church: Methodist. 

MisceLLangous — A plague of in- 
juries descended upon the Ok- 
lahoma defensive secondary in 
1976. Even so, Coach Proctor was 
able to bandage together a unit 
which intercepted a record five pas- 
ses in the 1976 Fiesta Bowl and 
made several key fourth-quarter 
plays in the Sooner’s 20-17 victory 
over Nebraska. 

Proctor came to Oklahoma in 
1973 and helped develop strong 
safety Randy Hughes into an All- 
American, also coaching players 
such as Tony and Terry Peters, 
Jerry Anderson, Clyde Powers, Ken 
Pope, Durwood Keeton, Scott Hill 
and Zac Henderson. Henderson and 
Hill made all-conference in 1976. 
Henderson was named All- 
America in 1976 and 1977. 

Peters, who intercepted two pas- 
ses, was the outstanding defensive 
player of the Fiesta Bowl. 

His 1975 defensive secondary of 
safeties Scott Hill and Zac Hender- 
son, cornerbacks Jerry Anderson 
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and Sidney Brown — big, strong 
and physical — may have been the 
Sooners’ best ever. 


Bill Shimek 
Running Backs 


Periop at OKkLAHOMA—Joined 
Sooner staff in 1973, coming from 
Forrest City, Ark., high school 
where he was head coach. 

ResronsiBiLity—Coaches 
running backs. 

Previous CoAcninG EXreRiENCE 
— High School: assistant coach, 
Little Rock, Ark. Catholic high 
school 1965, and Forrest City, Ark., 
high school 1966-67. Head coach at 
Forrest City 1968-72. His record at 
Forrest City, 40-12-3. Collegiate: 
Assistant coach and scout at OU, 
1973-76; coached receivers at OU, 
1977-78. 

Playing Exrenience—High 
School: lettered three years each in 
football, basketball and track at 


the 
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Bald Knob, Ark., high school, 
Collegiate: four letters each in 
football and baseball, and two in 
basketball at State College of 
Arkansas, Conway, Ark. 

Personat. INro—Born Sept. 17, 
1942, at Bald Knob, Ark. 
Graduated 1960 from Bald Knob 
high school. Received B.S, degree 
from State College of Arkansas, 
1964, and M.Ed. from University of 
Arkansas, 1965. Married to Sue 
Stewart of Dumas, Ark, Has four 
children, Kyle, Suzette, Ron and 
Amy. Hobbies: golf and fishing. 
Church: Baptist. 

MisceLLaNgeous—Arkansas _ all- 
state QB 1959, all-state basketball 
guard, 1960, and state high jump 
champion in track. Captained all 
three teams. Played in 1960 Arkan- 
sas All-Star basketball game. Made 
All-AIC junior and senior years and 
NAIA All-America senior year as 
split end-defensive back. Made all- 
conference at first base on baseball 
team. Member of Alpha Chi honor- 
ary academic fraternity. OU led Big 
Eight in touchdown passes in 1977 
while he was receiver coach. Was 
largely responsible for recruiting 
standouts Billy Sims, David Over- 
street and J. C. Watts. 


Wendell Mosley 
Offensive Backs 


Periop AT OKLAHOMA — Mosley re- 
turned to OU as a part-time coach of 
the offensive backs Feb. 4, 1979. He 
had served as an assistant with the 
Sooners from 1972 through 1975 be- 
fore moving to Texas Southern as 
head coach in 1976. 

RESPONSIBILITY — 
backs. 


Offensive 


By 


Wendell Mosley 


Previous CoacHING Experience 
— High School: Football coach 
1958 (7-3). 1959 (8-2), 1960 (10-0) at 
Wharton, Texas, high school, Foot- 
ball coach at B.C. Elmore high 
school in Houston, Texas, from 1961 
through 1971 where he won eight 
district championships. His 1969 
and 1970 teams were rated No. 1 
among Texas 3-A schools by Hous- 


ton newspaper. Collegiate: 
Assistant coach at the University of 
Oklahoma, 1972-75. Head coach 
Texas Southern University, 
1976-78. 

PLayING ExpertENce — High 
School: Lettered in football, 
basketball and track at Tyler, 
Texas, 1947-50. Collegiate: 
Lettered four years at guard at 
Texas Southern University, 


1954-57. Was named to the all-con- 
ference team in his senior year. 
Service: Halfback with Eighth 
Army, Korea, 1953-54. 

PERSONAL INFORMATION — Born 
May 27, 1932, Tyler, Texas. 


Graduated Emmett high school, 
Tyler, Texas, 1951. Graduated 
Texas Southern University, Hous- 
ton, Texas, 1958. Married Lois 
Lyday, Dec. 21, 1974. Has one son, 
Wendell E. Mosley Jr. Hobbies: 
Fishing, golf. Church: Baptist. 


Wr 


own ret ee 


Scott Hill 
Defensive Backs 


Periop at OKLAHOMA — joined 
Sooner staff August 16, 1977. 

REsPonsiBitity — helps coach de- 
fensive backs. 

Previous CoacHiInG EXPERIENCE 
— High School: none. Collegiate: 
graduate assistant defensive backs 
at Oklahoma, 1977-78, 

PLayiInG ExperteENceE — High 
School; Lettered in football 
1970-71-72, basketball 1970-71-72, 
track 1970-71-72, and _ baseball 
1970-71-72 at L. D. Bell High 
School in Hurst, Tex. He was 
quarterback in football, guard in 
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basketball, hurdler in track, and a 
centerfielder in baseball. He made 
all-state in football in 1971 and 
1972, and in baseball in 1972, was 
captain of the football team two 
years, and the basketball and base- 
ball teams one year. Named the No. 
1 Blue Chip quarterback in Texas. 
College: Quarterback 1973, strong 
safety 1974-75-76 at Oklahoma, let- 
tered all four years. All-Big Eight 
conference safety 1976, Co-captain 
OU football team 1976. 
Professional: played safety six 
months for Washington Redskins, 
Washington, D.C, 

Persona. INro — Born Jan. 12, 
1954, at Brownwood, Tex. 
Graduated L. D. Bell High School at 
Hurst, Tex., 1972. Graduated in 
public relations at Oklahoma sum- 
mer of 1978. Church: Baptist. Hob- 
bies: backgammon, hunting, skiing. 

MisceLttangous — High School 
Academic All-American. Bobby 
Proctor, OU's secondary coach, said 
of Hill, “He's the ideal player to 
coach. He’s given up more than 
most of our guys by agreeing to 
switch from quarterback to strong 
safety.” The 1975 defensive secon- 
dary of safeties Hill and Zac Hen- 
derson and cornerbacks Jerry An- 
derson and Sidney Brown may have 
been the Sooners’ best ever. Was 
primarily responsible for recruiting 
Stanley Wilson, Herbert Young, 
Royce Coleman and Mike Keeling. 


Lucious Selmon 
Defensive Line 


Periop at OKLAHOMA — Joined Ok- 
lahoma staff Jan. 15, 1976. 

Responsisitity — Assisting with 
the defensive line, primarily 
noseguards. 


62 — ORANGE BOWL SPECIAL 


Lucious Selmon 


Previous CoacHiInG EXPERIENCE 
— High School: none. Collegiate: 
none. 

PLayinGc Exprertence — High 
School: lettered in football 
1968-69-70, basketball 1969, track 
1965-69-70 at Eufaula, Okla., High 
School. Collegiate: lettered at mid- 
dle guard at Oklahoma 1971-72-73 
under coaches Chuck Fairbanks 
and Barry Switzer. Professional: 
played defensive tackle with Mem- 
phis Southmen of the World Foot- 
ball League in 1974. 

Persona. Intro — Born Mar. 15, 
1951, at Eufaula, Okla. Graduated 
Eufaula High School in 1970. 
Graduated University of Oklahoma 
with Bachelor in Special Education 
1974, Married to Clarice Lawson of 
Spencer, Okla. Daughter: Rae 
Shawn. Son: Lucious III. Church: 


Baptist. 
MISCELLANEOUS — 1973 consen- 
sus All-America middle guard, 


Miami Touchdown Club's College 
Player of the Year 1973, Chevrolet 
Defensive Player of the Year 1973, 


Family Weekly Magazine's Best 
Lineman in the Country 1973, 
finalist for the Vince Lombardi 
Award and runnerup for the Out- 
land Trophy 1973, Big Eight Ath- 
lete of the Year 1973, all-Big Eight 
1972 and 1973, Sooner tri-captain 
1973. During Selmon’s three years 
the Sooners were 32-2-1. 

Outstanding Defensive Player in 
1974 Hula Bowl, playing three 
quarters of the game and making 13 
tackles and 5 assists. Played in 
1973 Senior Bowl. 

Oldest of three Selmon brothers 
to star in football at OU. Brothers 
Lee Roy and Dewey were also All- 
Americans. Lee Roy won the Out- 
land Trophy and Vince Lombardi 
Awards in 1975. Their mother, Mrs. 
Jessie Selmon, recalls that Lucious 
was the leader of the trio. "He was 
always the boss,” she claims. 


Charley North 
Offensive Line 


Periop at OKLAHOMA—North 
joined the Oklahoma staff as a part 
time coach on March 16, 1979, after 
serving as head coach at McAlester, 
Oklahoma high school for three 
years. 

REsponsipitity — Offensive line. 

Previous COACHING ExpERIENCE 
— High School: Assistant football 
coach, Wagoner, Oklahoma high 
school, 1967-68; assistant coach, 
McAlester, Oklahoma high school, 
1969-71; head coach, Tecumseh, 
Oklahoma high school, 1972-75; 
head coach, McAlester high school, 
1976-78. North won two district 
championships at McAlester and 
during his overall career, took part 
in the state playoffs eight out of 


Charley North 


twelve years. Was president of the 
Oklahoma Coaches Association, 
1975-76. Collegiate: Graduate as- 
sistant coach at Panhandle Ok- 
lahoma State University, 1966. 

PLAYING EXPERIENCE - High 
School: Football and baseball let- 
terman four years at Wagoner, Ok- 
lahoma high school, 1960-63. Was 
named to the football all-state team 
as a senior in 1963. Was also chosen 
to the state American Legion all- 
star baseball team, Collegiate: 
Lettered two years in football at 
Eastern State Junior College, Wil- 
burton, Okla., 1963-64; lettered two 
years in both football and baseball 
at Panhandle Oklahoma State Uni- 
versity, Goodwell, Okla., 1965-66. 
Made the all-conference football 
team as a center-linebacker in 
1963. 

PERSONAL INFORMATION — North 
was born in Wagoner, Oklahoma, 
Aug. 15, 1944. He graduated from 
Wagoner high school in 1963. He 
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received his B.S. degree from Pan- 
handle Oklahoma State University 
in 1967 and his master's degree from 
East Central Oklahoma State Uni- 
versity in 1973. Married Sharon 
Kay Hamilton, Sept. 12, 1964. Has 
one daughter, Charla Kay, born 
July 5, 1965. Hobby: golf. Church: 
Baptist. 


Mike Jones 
Offensive 
Receivers 


Periop at OkLtanoma—Joined the 
Sooner staff as a part-time coach, 
Aug. 1, 1978. 

Responsipitity—Helps coach the 
offensive receivers, 

Previous CoacuinGc EXpERt- 
ence — High School: Served as of- 
fensive coordinator at Putnam City 
West High School in Oklahoma 
City for five years, 1973-77, during 
which time team won two state 
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championships. Collegiate: Served 
as part-time coach at Oklahoma in 
1978. Helped with the offensive 
backs. 

PLayinc Exrerience—High 
School: Lettered three years in 
football, basketball and track at 
Crooked Oak High School in Ok- 
lahoma City. Made all-state at 
quarterback and captained his team 
during his senior year, 1967. 
Collegiate: Played quarterback at 
OU in 1968-69. Transferred to Cen- 
tral Oklahoma State University 
where he played quarterback in 
1971, 1972 and 1973, Was named to 
the NAIA All-America team in 
1973. Was also named conference 
offensive player of the year in 1973. 
Captained Central State in 1973. 
Professional — Played minor 
league football for Oklahoma City 
as a quarterback, 1974-77. Was 
named Most Valuable Player of the 
league in 1977. 

Personat. INro—Born Dec. 19, 
1949 in Wewoka, Okla. Graduated 
from Crooked Oak High School in 
Oklahoma City in 1968 and Central 
Oklahoma State University with a 
B.S. degree in 1973. Was named 
Outstanding Senior Athlete at Cen- 
tral State, Was also listed in “Who's 
Who of American Colleges and 
Universities.” Has two sons. Hob- 
bies: skiing and golf. Church: 
Church of Christ. 


Jack Baer 
Equipment 
Manager 


Peniop at OKLAHOMA — has been 
with Oklahoma longer than any 
other coach on the staff. He has 
been on the staff for 34 years in 


Jack Baer 


some capacity. Was Sooner baseball 
coach for 23 years. His 1951 team 
won the NCAA championship and 
he was named coach of the year, 

Responsipitity — kicking coach, 
athletic equipment manager. 

Previous COACHING EXPERIENCE 
— High School: none. Collegiate: 
OU football B team coach, freshman 
coach, assistant freshman coach. 
Also Sooner baseball, coach 23 
years, Service: coached kickers 
1943 for Bunker Hill Naval Air Sta- 
tion team, Bunker Hill, Ind. 

PLayInG Experience — High 
School: 1931-32-33 quarterbacked 
Shawnee, Okla. high school under 
coach Ray LeCrone. Collegiate: 
1935-6-7 quarterbacked Oklahoma 
under coaches Lawrence “Biff” 
Jones and Tom Stidham. Service: 
1943 kicked and played defensive 
halfback for Bunker Hill Naval Air 
Station. 

Persona. Inro — born Oct. 29, 
1914, at Shawnee, Okla. Graduated 
1934 Shawnee, Okla. high school. 
Graduated 1940 from Oklahoma 


with B.S. in education. Kappa 
Sigma. Married Mar. 5, 1962 to 
Katherine Wheeler of Tulsa. 
Daughter: Nancy, Sept. 28, 1939. 
Hobby: golf. Nationality: German, 
Scotch-Irish-Cherokee, Church: 
Methodist. 

Service Data — Navy 1943-46. 

MISCELLANEOUS — 1937 all-Big 
Six conference quarterback. Presi- 
dent freshman class 1934 at OU. In 
professional baseball, belonged to 
Boston Red Sox and Boston Braves 
and played with their farm clubs. 
As OU baseball coach, his teams 
won six conference championships 
and swept the NCAA tournament 
at Omaha 1951. NCAA Baseball 
Coach of the Year 1951 (first one 
selected). 1967 NCAA _ baseball 
rules committee. NCAA 5th dis- 
trict baseball selection chairman 
1968-69-70. 


Dan Pickett 
Head Trainer 


Periop at OKLAHOMA — Joined the 
OU staff as assistant athletic 
trainer, Aug. 1, 1978. Took over 
post on interim basis following Ken 
Rawlinson’s death in March 1979. 
Was promoted to head trainer June 
1, 1979. 

Responsisitity — Head Athletic 
Trainer. 

Previous TRAINING EXPERIENCE 
— Served as trainer for Altus High 
School, 1970-72; served as student 
assistant at OU, 1972-75. Also 
served as head trainer at Midwest 
City high school for one year and. 
Berkner high school, Richardson, 
Tex., one year. 

ATHLETIC EXPERIENCE — High 
School: Played baseball for Altus 
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high school, 1970-72. College: 
None. 

PersoNAL INFORMATION — born 
Jan. 5, 1954 in Altus, Oklahoma. 
Graduated from Altus high school, 
1972. Graduated from the Univer- 
sity of Oklahoma, 1976, with a B.S. 
degree in physical education. Hob- 
bies: hunting and fishing. Member 
of the National Athletic Trainers 
Association. Member of the Big 
Eight committee of medical as- 
pects of sports. 


ROOKIE RHYMES. Freshman halfback, George ‘‘Buster’’ 
Rhymes, picks up tough yardage in the Nebraska showdown. 
Rhymes was named Big Eight Offensive Player of the Week for 
his performance against Missouri and scored the winning touch- 
down against Nebraska. 
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ADMINISTRATION 


WILLIAM SLATER BANOWSKY 
University President 


Bill Banowsky, tenth President of 
the University of Oklahoma, is a 
native Southwesterner with deep 
Oklahoma roots. Born March 4, 
1936, in Abilene, Texas, he grew up 
in Fort Worth. 

A fourth-generation Oklahoman 
through his mother’s line, his 
great-grandfather, William Slater, 
came from Ozark, Ark., to the Se- 
quoyah District of Indian Territory 
in 1890. Dr. Banowsky was named 
after his maternal grandfather, 
William W. Slater, who preached 
for Churches of Christ throughout 
Oklahoma. Bill's mother was born 
in Sallisaw where the family holds 
its annual reunion. 

Dr. Banowsky holds the B.A. de- 
gree from Lipscomb College in 
Nashville, the M.A. from the Uni- 
versity of New Mexico, and the 
Ph.D. from the University of South- 
ern California. Pepperdine Univer- 
ity and Oklahoma Christian Col- 
lege conferred upon him the honor- 
ary Doctor of Laws degrees. His 
published works include three 
books. 

He is a Director of the Oklahoma 
State Chamber of Commerce, Litton 
Industries, and the Oklahoma Med- 
ical Research Foundation, among 
others. His many memberships in- 
clude the Empire Club of Tulsa, the 
Oklahoma Heritage Association, 
the Rotary Club, and Boy Scouts of 
America. 

The Junior Chamber of Com- 


merce named Bill Banowsky one of 
the Outstanding Young Men of 
America, and Time magazine in- 
cluded him in its list of America’s 
200 top leaders. From the American 
Bar Association he received the 
Liberty Bell Award; from the 
Jewish National Council, the Dis- 
tinguished Education Award; and 
from Freedom's Foundation at Val- 
ley Forge, the George Washington 
Medal. He led the official inspec- 
tion team for the United States In- 
formation Agency in Zaire, Africa. 

He and his wife Gay have four 
sons: David, Britton, Bill Jr. and 
Baxter. 
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Athletic Director 
Wade Walker 


Periop at OktaHomMa — Started 
July 1, 1971. 

Previous COACHING EXPERIENCE 
— Collegiate: Freshman coach at 
North Carolina State, Raleigh; as- 
sistant coach Texas Tech; assistant 
coach at Mississippi State 1954 
under head coach Darrell Royal 
head coach Mississippi State 
1954-1962; Athletic director Missis- 
sippi State 1959-66. 

Prayinc Experience — High 
School: 4 years as tackle at Gas- 
tonia, N.C. High School, 1940- 
41-42-43. Collegiate: 4 years tackle 
at Oklahoma, 1946-47-48-49. All- 
American in 1949; All Big Six in ‘46 
and ‘47 and All Big Seven in 1948 
and '49, Co-Captain at OU in 1947 
and ‘48, 

Persona Inro — Born Nov. 29, 
1923 at Gastonia, N.C. Graduated 
from Gastonia High School, 1944. 
Graduated from University of Ok- 
lahoma, with B.S. in Physical Edu- 
cation 1951. Married to Jean Her- 
man, Conover, N.C. They have five 
children: Carol, Ronnie, Gary, Vir- 
ginia Ann and Winn. Church; 
Deacon in the Presbyterian Church; 
Hobbies: Golf, fishing and hunting. 

Service — Served in the Navy 
and played tackle on the Jackson- 
ville, Fla. Naval Air Station foot- 
ball team in 1944. 

OTHER ACHIEVEMENTS — 
Member of the all-time, all-Sugar 
Bowl team, following his appear- 
ance as a tackle for Oklahoma in 
the 1949 Sugar Bow! when Sooners 
defeated North Carolina, 14-6, 
Played tackle in the first annual 
Senior Bow] football game. Won the 
first annual Football Coaches 
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Association golf tournament in 
Bella Vista, Ark. in 1965, shooting 
a 36-hole score of 162. Walker fin- 
ished six strokes ahead of second- 
place winner, Doug Dickey of Ten- 
nessee. 

Since he became athletic director 
at Oklahoma in 1971, the Bud Wil- 
kinson athletic complex has been 
completed, the Sooners’ athletic 
dormitory cafeteria has been re- 
modeled, OU's track team is com- 
peting on a new Tartan-surfaced 
outdoor track, the 10,871-seat Lloyd 
Noble Center was completed in 
1975 and expansion of OU’s football 
stadium to seat 71,184 was finished 
in time for Oklahoma's opener Sept. 
13, 1975. 

This past year another stadium 
expansion project added close to 
5,000 seats to the South end zone. It 
also provided space for coaches’ of- 
fices, meeting rooms, dresssing 
areas and weight room facilities. 


a 


Robert E. Smith 
Assistant Director 


Periop aT OKLAHOMA—began Jan. 
1, 1971. Named assistant athletic 
director July 1, 1977. Named athle- 
tic business manager July 1, 1980. 

Responstpitity — Supervises the 
operation of the Athletic Business 
Office. 

AruLetic Experience —High 
School: Lettered in football 1963, 
1964, 1965; basketball 1963, 1964; 
track 1965 at Cherokee, Okla., high 
school. All-District in football, 
1965. 

Persona. Inro—born Jan. 16, 
1948, at Hardtner, Kan. Graduated 
1966 Cherokee, Okla., high school. 
Received BBA University of Ok- 
lahoma Dec., 1970. Married 
Jeanette Richards of Cherokee Dec. 
23, 1967. Children: Sheridyn, Born 
Aug. 23, 1971, and Sabreana, Nov. 
13, 1974. Church: McFarlin Memor- 
ial Methodist. 


Leon Cross 
Assistant Director 


Periop at OKLAHOMA—serving his 
14th year after a three-year stint at 
West Point. 

Responsipitiry — Administrates 
fund raising programs and projects. 
Serves as liaison between booster 
clubs and the athletic department. 

Previous CoacHING ExPERIENCE 
— High School: none. Collegiate: 
1963 freshman coach at Oklahoma. 
1964-65 plebe defense coach at 
Army; 1966 defensive line coach at 
Army; served as defensive line 
coach and recruiting co-ordinator at 
OU for coaches Jim MacKenzie and 
Chuck Fairbanks, 1967-71. 

PLayiInc Experience—High 
School: 1954-55-56 at Hobbs, N.M. 
as a guard. Collegiate: 1960-61-62 
at Oklahoma as a guard under 
Coach Bud Wilkinson. 


Persona INro—born June & 


Leon Cross 
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1939, at Whitesboro, Tex. Grad- 
uated from Hobbs, N.M. high school 
in 1956 and from Univerity of 
Oklahoma in 1962. Single. Church: 


Baptist. 
Service Data—Army, 1964- 
65-66. 
MIscELLANEOUS — Named to 
Football Writers All-America 


team at guard in 1962. Played in 
1963 Orange Bowl. Voted Big 
EKight’s outstanding lineman by 
United Press International in 1962. 
Missed two seasons at OU because 
of injury. He came back and played 
three full years, earning the nick- 
name “Old Rugged Cross” from his 
teammates. Became assistant ath- 
letic director in 1971. Assisted in 
the organization and execution of 
the Stadium Expansion Program 
and the Athletic Scholarship Donor 
Program. 


Don Jimerson 
Assistant Director 


Periop AT OKLAHOMA — began Feb. 
6, 1967. Came from Lawton high 
school, where he was head coach. 

RESPoNsIBILITY — Assistant Di- 
rector in charge of women’s athle- 
tics. 

Previous CoacHING EXPERIENCE 
— High School: 1957-58- 
59-60-61-62-63 assistant coach at 
Lawton, Okla., under Coach Bob 
Bodenhamer. 1964-65-66 head foot- 
ball coach at Lawton. Collegiate: 
none. 

PLayinG ExperteENCE — High 
School: 1950-51-52 at El Reno, 
Okla., high school as offensive end 
and defensive halfback for Coach 
Bob Bodenhamer. Earned 3 letters 
in football, 3 in basketball, 3 in 
baseball and 3 in track at El] Reno. 
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Don Jimerson 


Collegiate: 1953-1954 Cameron, 
Okla., Junior College as end under 
Coach Jess Thompson, 1956-57 
Central (Okla.) State College as end 
under Coach Dale Hamilton. 

PERSONAL INFo — born March 15, 
1935 at Lincoln, Neb. Graduated 
1953 from El Reno, Okla. high 
school. Graduated 1957 from Cen- 
tral (Okla.) State University with 
B.S. in education. Graduated 1964 
from Oklahoma State with MLS. in 
student and personnel counseling. 
Married July 29, 1955 to Patty Jean 
Choice of El Reno. Children: Jeff, 
born Feb. 12, 1957; Jay, born June 
2, 1958; Jody, born March 2, 1960, 
and Jere, born Jan. 23, 1962. Hob- 
bies: hunting and fishing. Church: 
Baptist. 

MisceLLANEous — Don Jimerson 
is one of the most highly respected 
men in his profession. That respect 
is backed up with an enviable 
coaching record. His freshman 
teams at Oklahoma finished with 
undefeated 4-0 records in three of 


the seven years he coached them. 
From 1967 through 1973 his fresh- 
man teams racked up a 22-6 mark. 

Jimerson’s junior varsity played 
only one game in 1974 before can- 
celling the remainder of the 
schedule, but his 1975 junior 
varsity team was all-victorious. 

In the 1976 season, Don took over 
the coaching of OU’s receivers. The 
biggest game of the year for the re- 
ceivers came in the Nebraska con- 
test. Freshman Steve Rhodes 
caught two passes in the closing 
moments to pull the Sooners from 
behind to knock off the Corn- 
huskers, 20-17. 

Don is active in the Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes on the OU cam- 
pus and was the recipient of the 
1975 University of Oklahoma Pro- 
fessional Employees Outstanding 
Achievement Award. 


Daniel G. Gibbens 
Faculty Athletics 
representative 


Periop AT OKLAHOMA—Started 
January 1976 as Oklahoma's fac- 
ulty athletics representative. Mem- 
ber of University law faculty since 
1962. Professor of law, 

Responsipitity — Oklahoma's 
faculty representative to the Big 
Eight Conference, College Football 
Association and NCAA, 

PersonaL INro—Born Mar. 4, 
1933, in Oklahoma City. Graduated 
1950 from Oklahoma City Classen 
high school. Graduated with B.A. in 


History, Yale, 1954; J.D. Ok- 
lahoma, 1959; LL.M. Columbia 


1965. Married June 19, 1954, to 
Carol Pemberton. Children: 
Michael James, born May 11, 1956; 
Robert Murphy, Oct. 31, 1958. Law 


Daniel G. Gibbens 


clerk to Chief Judge A. P, Murrah, 
U.S. Court of Appeals for the Tenth 
Circuit in 1959-60. Practiced with 
Oklahoma City law firm, Fuller, 
Smith, Mosburg & Davis in 
1960-62, partner in 1962. Member 
of American, Oklahoma and Cleve- 
land County (president 1975-76) 
Bar Associations, Order of Coif, Phi 
Gamma Delta Social Fraternity. 
Served as editor-in-chief of the Ok- 
lahoma Law Review in 1958-59. 
Hobbies: Tennis and fishing. 
Church: St. Michael's Episcopal. 

Service Data—Active duty in 
Navy 1954-1956. 

OTHER ACHIEVEMENTS — Repor- 
ter, ABA Standards for Criminal 
Justice: Discovery and Procedure 
Before Trial (Approved Draft, 
1970). 

Editor, photocopy teaching mat- 
erials: Cases and Materials on Ok- 
lahoma Criminal Procedure (1970, 
1973, 1978); Vol. Il (The Adjudica- 
tion Process) (1974, 1976, 1979). 
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Bowl Team Records 


Most points — 48 against Duke 1958 

Rushing, most yards — 439 against Auburn 1971 

Passing, most yards — 294 against Southern Methodist 1968. 
Punt runbacks, most yards — 128 against Duke 1958 
Intercepted passes, most yards — 167 against Duke 1958 
Penalties, most yards — 165 against Duke 1958. 

Most intercepted passes — 5 against Wyoming in Fiesta Bow! 1976. 
Most fumbles lost — 5 to Kentucky 1951 and to Penn State 1972 


Bowl Individual Records 


Most points, one game — 1& by Eddy Davis against North Carolina 
State in 1947 and by Jack Mildren against Auburn 1971. 

Most yards rushing, one game — 170) by Leon Heath against 
Louisiana State 1950 

Most yards rushing, career — 347 by Leon Heath 1949-50-51 (carried 
47 times for 7.3 average: 

Longest rush — 86 by Leon Heath against Louisiana State 1950. 

Highest rushing average, one game — 15.7 net yards by Prentice 
Gautt, against Syracuse 1959. (Bili Brooks one carry 39 yards, against 
Michigan 1976 Orange Bowl) 

Most total offense, one game — 188 by Bob Warmack against Tennes- 
see 1968 (81 rushing, 107 passing? 

Most yards kickoff runbacks — 95 by 4 runbacks by Joe Don Looney 
against Alabama 1963 

Most passes completed — 10 by Mickey Ripley against Southern 
Methodist 1968 

Best passing percentage — 4 of 4 by Gene Calame against Maryland 
1954 

Most yards by thrown passes — 153 by Mickey Ripley against South- 
ern Methodist 1968 

Most yards received passes — 165 by Ben Hart against Florida State 
1965 

Longest pass gain — 95. Ron Fletcher to Ben Hart against Florida 
State 1965 

Longest pass interception runback — 94 by David Baker against 
Duke 1958 

Longest punt — 69 yards by Clendon Thomas against Duke 1958, 

Longest punt runback — 71 by Joe Wylie against Penn State 1971 
Or as passes intercepted — 3 by Bud Hebert against Florida State 

Most punts — 13 by Hugh McCullough against Tennessee 1939 he had 
three more recalled by penalty: 

Fewest punts — 0 by Sooners against Wyoming in 1976 Fiesta Bow! 
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THAT’S THE WAY IT'S DIAGRAMED. With All-America tackle 
Louis Oubre (66) providing a key block, fullback Stanley Wilson 
(32) sprints 36 yards for a touchdown against Texas. 
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